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FOREWORD 


Ever since April 2, 1956, when the U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
the decision of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to reverse the con- 
viction of Steve Nelson, his name has become a byword in American 
legal history. ‘The case has been widely discussed in the Halls of 
Congress and in the press. Since chief emphasis has been laid upon 
its legal aspects, most Americans do not realize the broader aspects 
of this case from a standpoint of national security. To fully under- 
stand its import, it is necessary to know— 

(1) When, where, and under what circumstances Nelson joined 
the Communist Party, U.S.A. 

(2) How Steve Nelson has behaved toward the United States, 
the country which has given him refuge as an alien. 

(3) His career as a consistent lawbreaker. 

(4) His training as a professional revolutionary at the Lenin 
School in Moscow. 

(5) His activities in disrupting basic American industries. 

(6) His role in subverting the foreign born in the United 
States. 

(7) His turbulent career among the unemployed. 

(8) His service as a political commissar in the Communist- 
controlled military forces in the Spanish Civil War. 

(9) His participation in a Communist atomic espionage ring 
in California. 

(10) His efforts to train other Communists to emulate his 
example. 

That is the purpose of the following memorandum, in the light of 
which we hope that the American people may have a fuller under- 
standing of appropriate legislation in this field. 


James QO. EAstianp, 
Chairman, Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. 
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THE CASE OF STEVE NELSON 


January 30, 1952, Steve Nelson, also known as Steve J. Mesarosh, 
Joseph Fleischinger, Louis Evans, and Hugo, was sentenced by the 
court of quarter sessions of Allegheny County, Pa., under the Penn- 
sylvania edition Act to 20 years’ imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
$10,000, plus court costs amounting to $13,000. The superior court 
afirmed the conviction." Its decision was reversed on January 25, 
1954, by the Pennsylvania State Supreme Court.? On April 2, 1956, 
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the decision of the State supreme court 
to reverse the conviction on the ground that the Federal Smith Act 
supersedes the Pennsylvania Sedition Act.* This far-reaching de- 
cision not only effectively blocks prosecutive measures against Com- 
munists by all States in the Union, but it also set at liberty a man 
whose record is one long chain of conspiratorial machinations against 
the United States, the country which has given him a refuge. 

What is the record of this very typical Communist and professional 
revolutionist who is now free to continue his nefarious career? It is 
a record showing the inestimable and varied services he has rendered 
in behalf of the Soviet Union and the international Communist 
conspiracy. 

For the first time in its history, the United States is vulnerable to 
armed attack by an enemy beyond its borders. Soviet possession of 
such weapons as the guided missile, the long-range jetplane, long- 
range rockets, the atomic submarine, the atomic bomb and the hydro- 
gen bomb, plus the still unknown military possibilities of the space 
platform and the atomic plane, places our largest cities within the 
range of Soviet attack. Assault by any or all of these weapons 
would result in widespread destruction and chaos. Essential to the 
designs of Soviet conquest are its American agents, militarily and 

litically trained to do its bidding in the event of such an emergency. 
Steve Nelson is well prepared and experienced for such a role. 


EARLY CAREER AS A LAWBREAKER 


Steve Nelson started his career as a lawbreaker when he entered 
this country at New York under an illegal and fraudulent passpost 
under the name of Joseph Fleischinger, on June 12, 1920. He was 
born on January 1, 1903, at Chaglich, Yugoslavia. The true family 
name was Mesarosh. 

_ Immigration officials issued a warrant of arrest on June 22, 1922, 
in deportation proceedings, charging that the subject, his mother, and 
two sisters had entered the United States without proper passports 
and that they had qualified by false and misleading statements. At 
a hearing held in Philadelphia on October 17, 1922, the immigration 
Inspector recommended that Steve Nelson, his two sisters, and his 





1172 Pa. Super. Ct. 125; 92 A. 2d 431. 
2 Commonwealth v. Nelson, 277 Pa. 58, 104 A. 24 133 (1954). 
*Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Steve Nelson, 350 U.S. 497 (1956). 
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mother be given an opportunity to legalize their residence jn {J 
United States. On October 30, 1922, the Board of Review entered : 
pte to cancel the warrant of arrest if the Department of State wall 

yaive passport requirements. On November 14, 1922, the Secreta 
of State waived the passport and visa requirements in behalf of § 
Nelson, his mother Maria, and his two sisters. On November 
the entry of the five persons was legalized. How did Ne 
the country which so freely extended its hospitality ? 
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Joseph North, former feature columnist of the Daily Worker, iden- 
tified in sworn testimony as a member of the espionage ring operating 
under the supervision of Jacob Golos,* has been a sort of official bio- 
grapher for Steve Nelson. One such biography appeared in the 
faily Worker, November 10, 1937, page 6, based upon an interview 
with Nelson. It said in part: 

He had never heard of the Russian Revolution until 1920 * * * Steve began 
to look around the political horizon * * * Steve joined the Friends of Soviet 
Russia. On the first anniversary of Lenin’s death, he joined the C.P. at the 
memorial meeting in Philadelphia. 

This would make the year 1925, when the Communist Party was 
inown as the Workers Party of America. Its program, adopted 
December 30, 1923-January 2, 1924, stated its aims clearly: 

The guiding principle of Communist policy, of the policies of the Workers 
Party, is to use the class struggles growing out of these conflicting economic 
interests to mobilize the forces which will wrest from the capitalists the state 
power through which they maintain their system of exploitation and to use the 
power thus gained as the instrument to transform capitalism into 
communism * * *. ; 7 

Soviet Russia is a dagger thrust straight at the heart of the whole capitalist 
world. It is a flag which is the inspiration and rallying point of the exploited 
everywhere in the world. The Workers Party takes up the fight for Soviet 
Russia in the demand for recognition and trade relations. 

The Friends of Soviet Russia was a front organization sponsored 
and promoted by the Workers Party __ 

The application card for membership in the Workers Party, which 
Nelson had joined, read : 

The undersigned declares his adherence to the principles and tactics of the 
Workers Party of America as expressed in its program and constitution and 
agrees to submit to the discipline of the party and to engage actively in its work.° 

Despite his prior commitment to the “principles and tactics of 
the Workers Party of America,” he took his oath of allegiance on 
November 26, 1928, was admitted to U.S. citizenship in the U.S. Dis- 
trict Court for the Eastern District of Michigan, Detroit, Mich., and 
was issued naturalization certificate No. 2834850. The oath of alle- 
giance to the United States at the time required that the applicant 
“absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fi- 
delity to any prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty” and pledged 
him to “support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America against all its enemies, foreign and domestic.” 

Having learned cabinetmaking in his native Yugoslavia, Nelson 
worked as a carpenter for 8 or 9 years, joining the Carpenters Union 
in Pittsburgh.’ But he relinquished that peaceful calling for the 

5 : ; era 3 5 
more adventurous role of professional revolutionist and lawbreaker. 

In an interview with Art Shields, another feature writer for the 
Daily Worker, Nelson described with some pride his numerous clashes 
with the law, especially during the period of the great depression 
in 1929-30. In Chicago he became secretary of the unemployed 
councils and the police arrested him again and again as he led mass 
demonstrations to city councils and State legislatures. 





‘Hearing, Senate Internal Security Sube mmittee, f i t . ’ 
pp. 1156-1158, y 0 Scope of Soviet Activity, pt. 22 


5 Voice of Labor, March 24, 1922, 


*Program and Constitution, Workers Party of America, published by the Literature 
Department of the Workers Party, New York, 1921, art. III, sec. 2. 
me Aug. 10, 1952, p. 4 (magazine). 
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On March 29 and 30, 1930, at a national conference of unemployej 
councils held in New York City, Steve Nelson was elected a member 
of the national executive committee together with William Z, Fost» 
presently chairman of the Communist Party, U.S.A. Permane, 
chairman of the meeting was Pat Devine, district organizer of the 
Communist Party. The meeting was called to prepare for a subg. 
quent convention in Chicago.’ Nelson was the speaker at a Comm, 
nist meeting held in Chicago at Ashland Boulevard Auditorium 
May 1, 1930. His remarks were in part as follows: 


Many years have passed by, and many interesting things have taken Place jy 
the labor movement. The most outstanding event has been the revolution of 1917 
in Russia * * * We gather to tell the ruling class of today that we are going t 
put up a bigger fight, until we overthrow capitalism. [Applause.] 
Comrades, I happen to be secretary of the unemployed council, and J g 
supposed to make a report in the name of the committee that has gone dow, 
to see the mayor * * * 

Comrades, one of the leading stars in the city council is Mr. Oscar Nelson. This 
Mr. Oscar Nelson is the vice president of the Chicago Federation of Labor, Ty 
Fascist Federation of Labor, comrades, fascist federation of the capitalists gn 
not a federation of the workers * * * 

And on May Day, comrades, when we, the workers and class-conscious worker 
gather together, we must unite under one banner, and that is the banner of th 
Communist International, that will overthrow capitalism * * * ” 


The foregoing discloses the attitude of Steve Nelson toward th 
Soviet Union, the American way of life, and toward organized labor, 
of which he professed to be an ardent advocate. 

The position of the Communist Party was explicitly expressed a 
the time in a statement by William Z. Foster, then its chairman, when 
he appeared before President McKee of the New York City Board of 
Aldermen and declared: 

You cannot cure unemployment except by the overthrow of capitalism ani 
the establishment of a Soviet Government in the United States. * * * We ge. 
plain to the workers, and we teach the workers that only by violence finally can 
a revolution be accomplished. All revolutions have been accomplished by fore 
and violence.” 

The National Unemployment Conference was held in Chicago on 
July 4, 1930, and elected a number of leading Communists to its 
executive committee. Among them were William Z. Foster; Joe 
Dallet, who later served with Nelson in the Abraham Lincoln Br: 
gade in Spain; Marcel Scherer, who later worked with Nelson in a 
espionage ring in California; and Steve Nelson himself.” 

From Chicago, Nelson transferred his activities to the National 

Miners Union in the anthracite fields of eastern Pennsylvania. Mn. 
Steve Nelson related this portion of the story to Art Shields: 
Steve got a job in Wilkes-Barre in the heart of the hard coal region. The 
job didn’t last long, however * * * And he was speaking at meetings of unem- 
ployed mihers in Wilkes-Barre and elsewhere every Saturday night. And every 
Saturday night he was arrested and we'd go to police headquarters to demand 
his release * * * We'd get him out again and the cycle of meetings, arrests, 
and releases would be repeated over and over * * * We had wonderful 
demonstrations.” 


* Special Committee To Investigate Communist Activities in the United States, Hou 
of Peprereatalives, 71st Cong., pt. IV, vol. 1, pp. 232-235. 

10 Thid., pt. IV, vol. 2, p. 490. 

11 Daily Worker, Mar. 15, 1930, p. 5. 

12 Special Committee To Investigate Communist Activities in the United States, Hous 
of Representatives, 7ist Cong., pt. IV, vol. 3, p. 94. 

%3 Worker, Aug. 10, 1952; p. 4 (magazine). 
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The proceedings of the 16th National Convention of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., held February 9-12, 1957, contain a speech by Steve 


Nelson in which he reviews in retrospect the party’s policy among the 
miners of Pennsylvania, in which he participated. He says in part: 


* * * when the National Miners Union was organized, it had a point in its pro- 

m for a dictatorship of the proletariat in the United States * * * When a 
“Save the Union” committee of the miners was organized, it had a point that 
it had to recognize the Communist Party as the Party of the working-class 
¢¢ * (pp. 172-173). 


STUDENT AT THE LENIN SCHOOL 


Having won his red spurs in the party by demonstrating his will- 
ingness to defy the law, his skill as an agitator, and his loyalty to the 
Communist cause, Steve Nelson was chosen to be groomed for the 
higher echelons of the international Communist conspiracy—for the 

arty elite. Testimony on this matter is presented from Leonard 

atterson, former Communist and Lenin School student, who ap- 
ared before the Joint Legislative Committee of the State of Louisi- 
ana on March 8, 1957, at Baton Rouge: 


I joined the Young Communist League in September of 1928 (p. 108) * * * 
I stayed in until 1935. At the same time I held a membership in the Com- 
munist Party * * * (p. 110) * * * I became a member of the National Negro 
Committee of the Young Communist League, and a member of the National 
Negro Commission of the Communist Party. (pp. 112, 113) * * * Invitation 
came to me from the Central Committee Communist Party, through the district 
organizer, Leon Platt * * * stating that the Philadelphia District is entitled to 
send 4 students to the International Lenin School in Moscow, Russia * * * I 
was the first one that was recommended. The second one was Steve Nelson 
(p. 118) * * * 


The Lenin School, as described by Patterson, was not restricted 
merely to training in Communist dogma. He declared: 


I got better military training in Russia that I got in my own army from 
the time I was in Lenin School * * * (p. 117) * * * We just learned * * * 
how to erect barricades, what to use as barricades, such as turning over auto- 
mobiles, streetcars, sandbags, forty-five angle posts, etc. We learned how to 
handle weapons of various countries, United States, Russia, France, Germany, 
England (p. 118). 


The testimony of Leonard Patterson has been checked with that of 
William Odell Nowell, Detroit member of the Communist Party from 
1929 to 1936, and a former Lenin School graduate, who testified be- 
fore the House Committee on Un-American Activities on November 
30, 1939, as follows: 


Mr. Starnes. How many times did you go to Russia? 

Mr. NoWELL. Twice * * * 

Mr. Starnes. What was the occasion of your second visit? 

Mr. NoweELL. I was a student in the International Lenin School. 

Mr. Starnes. How long did you stay there? 

Mr. NoweELL. I stayed approximately 2 years. 

Mr. StarNEs. Who paid your expenses on that trip? 

Mr. NoweLt. The Communist Party * * * 

Mr. WuitTLey. What national or local party leaders do you know or have you 
worked with, Mr. Nowell? 

Mr. Nowe... I have worked with most of the national leaders * * * leading 
Communist functionaries locally and nationally for the period 1929 to 1935 or 
1937, and I have a list here * * * (7010) Steve Nelson, who went in the Inter- 
national University under the name of Louis Evans. * * * He was conspicuous 
because of his connections with the OGPU in Moscow. * * * 
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Mr. WuirTe.y. And who paid your expenses, both your traveling expenses anj 
your living expenses, while you were in Moscow ? 

Mr. Nowe... My traveling expenses were paid by the Central Committee ot 
the Communist Party; my living expenses were paid by the Communist Inter 
national and the Russian Government, while there in school. * * * , 
Mr. WuHiTeELy. What was the nature of the studies or instruction that yoy te 
ceived in the Lenin University? 


LENIN SCHOOL STUDIES 


Mr. Nowett. Our theoretical studies consisted of Marxian economies; Lenjp, 
ism, which is called philosophy there; trade unionism, that is, trade-union Strike 
strategy; labor history; the history of the two internationals; the history ot 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Our other studies were militay 
science. We studied how to dismantle the weapons of the leading countries, * +3 
I also studied secret service, codes. We studied strategy, beginning with the 
organization of a fraction—a shop fraction * * * and eventually using all 
these developments that we were going to consciously carry out, to make a reyolp. 
tion. So hence we studied the details of how to develop street fights. I mean, 
how to do barricade fighting, how to seize control of a city, the most Strategic 
economically and technically strategic points. * * * We studied the strategy 
what we called the proletarian uprising. In other words, the science of ¢iyjj 
yarfare was developed down to its fine points. And a number of people were 
sent to the Red Army to secure further training in this respect. * * * Ip fact, 
I spent some time in the Red Army myself. * * * I was sent there for a while tp 
make a practical study of the organization of the Army, the tactics, the methods, 
and So on, corresponding to the instructions we had been given. These studies 
we had been given by a Red Army commander who was an attaché from the Req 
Army to the Lenin University. * * * 

In fact, we were instructed upon the securing of passports, filling out of the 
application for passports, not to mention the fact that we were on a tour, taking 
in several countries, and not to state Russia specifically. * * * We were not to 
mingle on the boat, and everything was to be like a conspiracy * * * (7022) 
We were given regular military training. * * * We had target practice ang 
all that. Then we were taught what is called partisan warfare, the science of 
civil warfare, revolutionary uprising. * * * The conspiratory type of warfare 
It is related to the boring-in process, street fighting, and how to mobile ip 
blocks, the blocks in a city, the workers in a plant; how to develop a genera] 
strike out of a local strike; how to develop a general strike into a city uprising, 
a city uprising into a national uprising, coordinating all these different upris. 
ings. Then how to lead this thing, once it is raised, once these men are on the 
warpath, how to direct them. * * * 

Mr. STArRNES. Were you taught to concentrate particularly on utilities and 
munition plants, or anything to that effect? 

Mr. NowELL. The food supply, the warehouses, the utilities, that is water and 
lights, gas and all those things; the communications, that is the railways enter. 
ing the city, the streetcar service, telephone service, and telegraph. * * * 

Mr. STARNES. Were you given any instructions in sabotage? 

Mr. Nowe... Sabotage; how to wreck trains, at this point closing down fae. 
tories, facilitating discontent to raise the mob spirit in order to get the me 
on the go. * * * Also the general method of derailing a train and destroying its 
cargo. * * * 
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Mr, Starnes. What about the question of military intelligence, or what we call 
here spies, espionage? Was any instruction given you in that? : 

Mr. NowELL. We were given instruction in code, how to decipher codes, and 
shown the possibilities of working out our own code. * * * 


Steve Nelson was given an opportunity to aflirm or deny the record 
of his attendance at the Lenin school when he appeared before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities on June 8, 1949. He 
was asked : 

Mr. TAVENNER. * * * Were you in Moscow? 

Mr. Netson. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you attend the Lenin Institute? 

Mr. Netson. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you leave the United States and go to France, and from 
France to Germany, and from Germany to Russia? 

Mr. Netson. I refuse to answer that question * * * 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the ground of your refusal to answer the last four 
questions ? 

Mr. Netson. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you not appear before the American consul at Vienna 
and request a 2-year renewal of your passport, in which you stated that you 
had resided in Russia from September 1931 to May 1933, and had resided in 
Germany, Switzerland, and Austria from May to July 1943? 

Mr. Netson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. (pp. 
144, 145) 

Nelson remained adamant in his refusal to answer all relevant ques- 
tions even when he was shown his passport application blank, dated 
August 13, 1931, marked “Passport Issued, August 14, 1931.” It 
should be noted here that the dates agree perfectly with the sworn 
testimony given by other witnesses regarding N elson’s attendance at 
the Lenin school. He did not hesitate to perjure himself in his appli- 
cation in which he swore under oath that his father’s name was Otto 
Nelson, born in Sweden, that he, Steve Nelson, had never been out of 
the United States, that he intended to return to the United States in 
6 months, that he was born at Rankin, Pa., on December 25, 1903, and 
that he was going to Germany to “study building construction.” Nor 
did he hesitate, as he embarked on his treasonous mission, to sign the 
oath of allegiance in which he swore to “support and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic.” 25 


4% Vol. 11, pp. 7006, 7013, 7622, 7025, 7026, House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
% Hearings regarding Steve Nelson, House Committee on Un-American Activities, June 8, 
1949, pp. 148-145, 154. 
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In the light of the failure of Steve Nelson to avail himself of the 
opportunity given him to answer fully and frankly all questions re- 
gardin his attendance at the Lenin school, the Senate Internal Se- 
curity Subcommittee presents the testimony of still another corrobo- 
rative witness. On January 8, 1952, the court of quarter sessions of 
Allegheny County, Pa., heard Charles H. White, a former member of 
the Foung Communist League in Cincinnati, Ohio, a delegate to its 
convention in 1930 or 1931 and a participant in the Communist-organ- 
‘ged Unemployed Council. He testified as follows: 


A. I was then selected by the District Committee of the Communist Party 
and the District Committee of the Young Communist League as a candidate for 
the International Lenin school, and I was told to be prepared to spend about 
18 months abroad, undergoing strenuous study on the Party program policy. 

Q. On this particular trip did you meet a Steve Nelson? 

A. My first clear recollection of Steve Nelson was in Moscow * * * 

Q. Did you attend classes there at the International School in Leningrad? 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Did this defendant attend classes with you? 

A. I was not in his particular classes. He was in a separate group * * * 

Q. How long did your class continue in Moscow? How long did you attend 
as a student? 

A. Approximately ten months—the course was cut short * * * 

Q. What books did you use? 

A. Karl Marx’s Capital; Lenin’s State and Revolution; Stalin’s Volumes; 
Collected Works of Lenin; books by Friedrich Engels; Lenin’s Imperialism 
Criticism ;** The Theory and Practice of Organized Armed Rebellion * * * 


MILITARY TRAINING 


A. There were other instructions and they were of a military nature. We 
were taught how to use submachine guns at the Frantz™ military district. 
We were taught * * * to fire small arms from all of the different countries in 
Europe and America * * * The rifle range was conducted by Russian officers. 
Then there were special classes where a map of a city would be set up and a 
topographical form of a small scale, and we were taught how to destroy this 
city, or take it. The first and most important point of concentration was to 
seize communications, that means railroads, buses, street cars, aircraft, and 
also waterways. And the second point was communications like telegraphs and 
telephones and the mails. We were also thoroughly instructed to be sure we 
controlled the water supply of the city * * * 


















SOVIET WORLD ARMY 


A. We were also told that in case of great danger and great difficulty, if we 
asked for it, the Red Army would come to our assistance * * * in the United 
States. We were told that the Red Army was a world Soviet Army; it was not 
a national army of the Soviet Union, but it was international in form, and that 
the Red Army was loyal to all the Communist movements in all countries * * * 
We were told definitely that the enemy was at home. 


TURNS GUNS AGAINST UNITED STATES 


A. In the event of a conflict with the Soviet Union, we were—turn our guns 
against the armed services of the United States and to disrupt this military 
organization, and its economic organization, and to cause diversion so that the 
country’s supplies would be crippled, and the military operations hampered. 
We were told that general strike was one of the first steps to take in order to 
arrive at this end. For that purpose were given five points of concentration in 
this country. The Pittsburgh area was considered the most important because 





Should read ““Empirto-Criticism.” 
Should read “Frunze.” 
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DUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. * * * We were told that we must have prepared a dual organization 80 tha: 
if one was discovered and destroyed that we could continue to operate ne 
the instructions were that there must be two District Committees and gon) 
times three, in case one is destroyed or discovered, we can continue to 9 ~ 
by courier and secret meetings * * * We were told that there would be either 
one or more national committees and that one would be underground at all ting 
and one would be legal. And we were told to organize an extensive courier 
system, by messenger, so that we would not have to trust confidential materials 
to the mails. This was especially true about the armed services * * * 


CODES 


A. * * * In the Lenin School we were taught to set up codes and break the, 
down; to send messages by code. * * ** 

The brief for the United States submitted in the October 1956 tery 
of the U.S. Supreme Court on writ of certiorari to the U.S. Court ¢ 
Appeals for the Third District, based on sworn testimony, discloses 3} 
page 35 the official Communist ceremony preliminary to Nelson’s de. 
parture for the Lenin School in Moscow, as follows: 

Shortly prior to his departure for Moscow, Nelson and approximately twenty 
others assembled at Communist Party Headquarters in New York City, wher 
they received instructions from Earl Browder, the General Secretary of th 
Communist Party of the United States, as to the purpose of the training at th 
Lenin Institute. Browder informed the group that they were being sent t; 
Russia to be trained as “Professional Revolutionaries” by old experienced reyoly. 
tionary leaders, and he directed the group to make good use of their time becanse 
upon their return to this country, they should use what they learned in Moseoy 
in furtherance of the revolution in the United States (Transcript pp. 2977-2978) 
Coconspirator Irving Potash conducted the trip and instructed the group not 
associate with one another on the ship, to adopt aliases, and not to reveal thei 
destination (Transcript p. 2979). 

In his authorized interview with Joseph North published in th 
Daily Worker of November 10, 1937, page 6, Nelson admits that k 
had read and studied Clausewitz, Lenin’s favorite military theor. 
ticlan. 

Official intelligence sources disclose that when Nelson left Moscor 
some time in 1933, he spent 3 months in China, working for the Con- 
munist International in Shanghai under Arthur Ernst Ewert, alias 
Harry Berger, George Keller, Ulrich Dach, Arthur Korner, Brau, 
a well-known Comintern agent imprisoned in Brazil in 1935 for rer- 
olutionary activity.” 


MOSCOW TRAINING PUT TO USE 


Having received a thorough training under Soviet experts 1 
Marxist theory, military strategy including civil warfare, sabotag, 
secret codes, and conspiratorial organization, Nelson was next heard ¢i 
in the United States in 1934. His name appears as the author of a 
article for the Party Organizer of March 1934, page 7. The Party 
Organizer was a magazine circulated only to Communist Party mem: 
bers for their direction and guidance. Nelson’s article was entitlel 


148Transcript of record, vol. 1, Supreme Court of the United States, October term, 19% 


No. 10, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Petitioner v. Steve Nelson, on writ of certiori ' 


to the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Western District, pp. 6?- 
659, 661-664. 

1 Hearing regarding Steve Nelson, House Committee on Un-American Activities, Jum 
8, 1949, p. vii. 
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‘How the Unemployment Councils Were Built in Lackawanna 
” 
— Z article appearing in the Daily Worker of October 27, 1934, 
age 3, Steve Nelson enters the lists publicly in behalf of the Commu- 
nist election campaign, writing under the caption “Old Parties Push 
Fake Slogans in Penn Elections.” — : 
The Daily Worker of October 27, 1934, page 3, featured an article 
by Steve Nelson lambasting the Republican and Democratic Parties 
and expanding on the virtues of the Communist Party. He declared 
that “the Communist Party election program finds fertile ground in 
the anthracite region.” The nature of the party’s program during 
this period is outlined by Earl Browder, its general secretary, in his 
oficial report to its eighth national convention in Cleveland, Ohio, 
April 2-8, 1934. This report called upon the party “to create strong- 
holds of revolutionary mass organizations in the most important in- 
dustries, localities, and factories” and to consolidate its forces “into 
a compact, monolithic leadership of the mass struggle, into the Com- 
munist Party, organically united with the revolutionary workers and 
oppressed peoples of the world in our Communist International.” ” 
n the light of his Moscow tutelage, Nelson was considered by the 
Communist Party, U.S.A., as having reached sufficient stature to run 
for public office. The Daily Wor er. of September 17, 1936, and 
November 3, 1936, page 2, referred to his candidacy for the State As- 
sembly, 7th District of Pennsylvania, on the Communist Party ticket. 


[Picture and legend from the Daily Worker, Sept. 17, 1936, p. 2] 





ON THE SPOT! A Real Organizer—Steve Nelson, Communist Party leader 
of Wilkes-Barre, and candidate for Legislature. Steve knows the political value 
of increasing the circulation of the Sunday Worker, and he has put his heart and 
time into organizing the drive. At the end of the radio broadcast listeners are 
invited to write for sample copies of the paper. Ten dollars was sent in for the 
Spanish government after the first program. 





"“Communism in the United States,”.by Harl Browder. (International Publishers, 
New York, 1985), p. 38. 
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In the Daily Worker of September 14, 1937, he is referred to ag on. 
“who for years has been Communist section organizer in the anthr. 
cite coal region,” and as one who “continues to inspire the recruitip 
drive for Communists in his home battleground.” Typical of }j 
proselytizing proclivities in this key industrial area, was his pledge tp 
“recruit 25 members by the (time of the) party convention, of which 
18 applications have already been sent in, including 13 miners,” whic, 
appears in the Daily Worker of February 24, 1936, page 6. 


POLITICAL COMMISSAR IN SPAIN 


As Chief of the Soviet Military Intelligence in Western Euro 
Walter Krivitsky was familiar with every major phase of Kremlip 
intervention in the Spanish Civil War. According to Krivitsky 
Stalin’s idea was— . 
to include Spain the sphere of the Kremlin’s influence. Such domination won 
secure his ties with Paris and London, and thus strengthen, on the other hang, 
his bargaining position with Berlin. * * * It was solely a question of Russia's 
foreign policy.” 

Although Stalin was determined under no circumstances to involve 
the Soviet Union in a great war and launched his intervention with 
instruction to Soviet aides to “stay out of range of the artillery fire” 
nevertheless he made far-reaching plans to utilize the forces of the 
Communist Parties of the world and their sympathizers for an active 
intervention policy under vigilant Communist control. The chosen 
instrument of this intervention was the International Brigade, which 
had as its nucleus “500 to 600 foreign refugee Communists sent from 
Russia.” Krivitsky continued his account: 

In every foreign country, including the United States, the recruiting agencies 
of the International Brigade were local Communist Parties and their auxiliaries 
Some independent groups of Socialists and other radicals attempted to organize 
columns. But the overwhelming majority of recruits were enlisted by Con. 


munists and drawn from the spreading networks of “fellow travelers,” who are 


often entirely unaware of the remote control exercised over them by comm- 
nists.” 


It was an early example of the system of “volunteer” armies whieh | 
have become a recognized instrument of Soviet diplomacy in Korea, | 


the Middle East, and elsewhere. 

William Z. Foster, present chairman of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., has described how Moscow’s orders were carried out by his 
organization: 


The C.P.U.S.A. and the Y.C.L. (Young Communist League) organized the 
sending of some 3,000 soldiers, many of them non-Party, to the Loyalist forces 
in Spain. This was a tremendous job under the circumstances. On January 6, 
1937, the Abraham Lincoln Battalion was formed, and shortly afterward, the 
George Washington Battalion. Later they were merged into the Lincoln-Wash- 
ington Battalion. The American forces, together with the British, Canadians, 
Irish, and other English-speaking groups, belonged to the 15th Brigade. 


Here was a field ideally suited to Steve Nelson’s military training | 


in the Lenin School and to his yearning to serve in the world Com- 


D. le 
@ TIbid., p. 93. 


= ‘History of the Communist Party of the United States,” by William Z. Foster (Inte: 
national Publishers, New York, 1952), p. 872. 


oe Stalin’s Secret Service,” by W. G. Krivitsky (Harper Bros., New York, 1989), | 
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)asone  unist army. On February 13, 1937, a passport application with his 
anthra. photograph attached, in the name of Joseph Fleishinger was filed 
with the State Department, giving his place of birth as Philadelphia 
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on February 27, 1904, for purposes of travel to France. (A copy of 
this application 1s reproduced, on pages 645 and 646, from a photo- 
sat). According to Nelson, his passport was stamped in red: “Not 
Valid for Spain.” ** But such legal considerations never worried this 
man. When Nelson was shown a copy of this passport application 

the House Committee on Un-American Activities on June 8, 1949, 
and asked to state “whether or not you are the Joseph Fleischinger 
referred to in that passport application,” he refused to answer on 
the ground of possible self-incrimination. 

the machinery required to recruit 3,000 American “volunteers” to 
sacrifice their lives in the interest of Soviet imperialism in Spain, 
has not been described in Nelson’s voluminous writings. This gap 
in the narrative must be filled by Walter Krivitsky, who informs us: 


Whenever a volunteer offered himself he was directed to a secret enlistment 
pureau. Here he filled out a questionnaire and was told to await notification. 
Behind the scenes the Ogpu investigated his political record ; if it seemed accept- 
able, he was called back and questioned by an Ogpu agent, who was rarely a 
Russian and sometimes not even officially a member of the Communist Party, 
but was always reliable and absolutely devoted to his Communist and Ogpu 
chiefs. After this political investigation, which—especially in the Anglo-Saxon 
countries—appeared to be quite casual and informal, the recruit was directed for 
physical examination to an equally reliable physician with solid sympathy for 
the Communist cause. Passing this examination satisfactorily, he was supplied 
with transportation and instructed to report at a given address in Europe. 

In Europe we improvised a number of secret control points where each appli- 
cant would be thoroughly reinvestigated by devoted and trustworthy foreign 
Communists, or secretaries and agents of Communist-controlled organiza- 
tions * * * The Ogpu’s control of those volunteers who were found worthy to 
sacrifice their lives in what they believed to be the cause of the republic, was con- 
tinued in Spain, where informers were planted among them to weed out suspected 
spies, to eliminate men whose political opinions were not strictly orthodox, and 
to supervise their reading matter and conversation. Practically all the political 
commissars with the International Brigade, and later even with the greater part 
of the Republican Army, were stalwart Communists.” 


Major Humberto Galleani, formerly of the International Brigade, 


testified that “the American passports were taken away from them at 


Figueras.” When the boys asked for their passports they were told 
the passports were lost during the retreat.”° 

It is interesting to note, also, what happened to the thousands of 
American passports issued to American boys who served in Spain. 
Here is Krivitsky’s analysis showing how these valuable documents 
ultimately fell into the hands of the Soviet secret service: 


All the volunteers’ passports were taken up when they arrived in Spain, and 
very rarely was a passport returned. Even when a man was discharged, he 
was told that his passport had been lost. From the United States alone about 
2,000 volunteers came over, and genuine American passports are highly prized 
at Ogpu headquarters in Moscow. Nearly every diplomatic pouch from Spain 
that arrived at the Lubianka contained a batch of passports from members of the 
International Brigade. 

Several times while I was in Moscow in the spring of 1937, I saw this mail in 
the offices of the Foreign Division of the Ogpu. One day a batch of about a 
hundred passports arrived; half of them were American. They had belonged 
to dead soldiers. That was a great haul, a cause for celebration. The passports 
of the dead, after some weeks of inquiry into the family histories of their origi- 
nal owners, are easily adapted to their new bearers, the Ogpu agents.” 





*“The Volunteers,” by Steve Nelson (Masses & Mainstream, 1953), p. 20. 
**“In Stalin’s Secret Service,” by W. G. Krivitsky, pp. 93, 94. 

* House Special Committee on Un-American Activities. vol. 13. pp. 7823, 7824. 
* “Tn Stalin’s Secret Service,” by W. G. Krivitsky, p. 95. 
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Nelson’s trip to Spain was characterized by all the trappings of a | 


full-fledged conspiracy, according to his own account: 


The ship was due to sail at midnight * * * We couldn’t mention § 
the International Brigade, and the Lincoln Battalion * * * 

On the last night at sea, the group captains inspected each man’s Suitcase 
searching for incriminating articles as weapons and books * * * and many : 
volume on political and military subjects went over the side that night + 4, 

Sending Anglo-American volunteers into Spain was not an enterprise to 
conducted by correspondence. A volunteer, Jack Reed (who was Arnold Reid) 
had to carry the aid-to-Spain business in his head * * * y 

“We've got a situation here, Steve,” he said. “Men pouring in by the hundreds 
Volunteers. They’ve got to be housed and fed and transported to Spain—anq all 
in secret * * * The Volunteers’ Committee has ’em scattered around under 
cover—ever hear of the Red Belt? The villages all around Paris, the outskirts— 
working-class districts—that have elected Communist mayors and coun. 
Gig > = 

We loafed around the park, trying to look like tourists, lounging on the 
benches, reading French newspapers, looking at the statues * * ** 


It was not long before the “tourists” fell afoul of the French Gov. 
ernment. The one-cylinder engine fishing boat in which they set sajj 
for Spain was detained by a French marine patrol. Nelson relates 
what subsequently transpired : 


“Tear up everything you have,” Joe (Dallet) said. “All the papers. Here 
somebody help me. I’ve got a list of some of the boys who’ve gone to Spain 
Grab some of the sheets—we’'ll have to eat this list, and do it fast.” * * * 

We had come to Perpignan by bus, chained together by twos * * * 

The warden threw up his hands in despair. “What kind of men are you” 
he cried * * * “You leave your own land, you come thousands of miles ty 
interfere in the affairs of a foreign country. Seeking to smuggle yourselves 
into Spain, you defy the laws of France.” * * * 

At the close of his address, the prisoners were removed to an anteroom, while 
the judges considered their verdict * * * Within ten minutes, Joe and the 
attorney were called back to the courtroom * * * The moments drew out, teng 
and agonizing. The door flew open. Joe was grinning from ear to ear, He 
pulled down his chin and spoke in solemn judicial tones: “For violating French 
laws and an international agreement to which France is a signatory. * * * yoy 
are sentenced to twenty-one days in prison * * * And then eight days to ge 
out of France!” * 


pain, ang 


When it came to the question of surrendering their American pas- 
ports at the request of the American consul at Perpignan, the Briga- 
deers displayed marked hostility as compared with their readiness to 


accede to the Soviet demands for these papers. Nelson’s own words , 


describe the scene: 


“As a matter of fact,” he [American consul] said, “I have received a 
cable from Secretary Hull, ordering me to lift the passports on this list.” * * * 

“We're keeping them,” said Joe [Dallet]. ‘“They’re our property, and we 
won't give them up. We'll need them when we have to go home.” *” 

Once Nelson arrived in Spain, the international Communist appa- 
ratus functioning there could be counted upon to make full use of this 
trained Lenin School graduate. In his interview with the featur 
writer for the Worker, Art Shields, Nelson disclosed that he was 
“commissioned Battalion Commissar and Brigade Commissar with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel,” and that “the Spanish Republican Gor- 
ernment lauded Steve as the perfect commissar in its history of the 


aoe Volunteers,” by Steve Nelson (Masses and Mainstream, New York, 1958), 
pp. 20-25, 35. 

29 Tbid., pp. 43, 47, 51, 52, 63, 64. 

* Tbid., pp. 48, 49. 
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International Brigade (called the Fifteenth Brigade), published by 
The War Commissariat in Madrid in 1938.8 Here Nelson’s knowl- 
edge of Russian, his ability to communicate with Russian officers was 
especially important. — | | 

riting for the Daily Worker from Valencia, Spain, under the 
headline “Steve Nelson An Exemplary Political Commissar in the 
International Brigade,” Joseph North said: 

Travel out to the lines and talk to any of the men in the Fifteenth Brigade 
about the war and sooner or later the name of Political Commissar Steve Nelson 
comes UP Ye The task of political commissar is one of the most important in 
this war * * * The People’s Army * * * has created, as one of its most im- 

rtant functions, the post of the political commissar whose task is to unify the 
varying components of the army into a hardened, monolithic whole * * * They 
have been the watchdogs of the People’s Front—guarded tirelessly against pos- 
sibletreachery * * ** 

The system of political commissars was established by Lenin in the 
Red Army and is to be found in all Communist-controlled armies. 
The role of the political commissar was discussed on January 18, 1958, 
by Col. Anton Federovich Gorlenko, head of the Central State 
Archives of the U.S.S.R. Red Army, in connection with the 40th 
anniversary of the Soviet Army, in which he declares in als 

The leading role played by Lenin and the Communist Party in the creation 
of the Red Army is fully revealed (in documents?) issued by supreme military 


staffs and central administrations of the Red Army of workers and peasants. 
There are also documents relating to strategic, operational, and political 


direction. 
There is especially interesting material on the All-Russian Bureau of Military 


Commissars and Political Directorate of the Revolutionary Military Council of 
the Republic. This material reveals the immense role and responsibility of 
military commissars in the organization of the Red Army. 

The directive on military commissars adopted by the first congress of military 
commissars in June 1918 said that the main responsibility for the creation of 
the Red Army rested with the commissars: The commissars must be irreproach- 
able revolutionaries and guardians of the hard-won gains of the proletariat and 
the poor peasants. They are the political instrument of Soviet power within 
the army. They must maintain strict revolutionary discipline in army units 
and military establishments and see that the policy of the Communist Party 
and the Soviet Government is carried out. 

The standing of Nelson was so high that he was selected to teach 
training classes of the International Brigade. Joe Dallet, a fellow 
Communist who had been jailed with Nelson in an unemployed demon- 
stration in Chicago as early as March 1, 1930, was also a political 
commissar in the Brigade. He lost his life. In his pamphlet, “Let- 
ters from Spain,” Dallet stated, “Steve has been doing a swell job with 
our class * * * He’s a wonderful instructor.” In Nelson’s introduc- 
tion to this pamphlet he mentions “the Officers’ Training School, 
where the largest group of Americans received military training for 
what later made up the Washington and the MacKenzie-Papineau 
Battalions.” He refers to Dallet as a former “candidate on the Com- 
munist Party ticket in the Youngstown district for many offices; 
mayor, congressman, etc. He was county organizer of the Youngs- 


town section.” *8 





| Worker, August 10, 1952, p. 5. 

® Daily Worker, November 10, 1937, p. 6. 

3“Letters from Spain by Joe Dallet, American Volunteer, To His Wife’ (Workers 
Library Publishers, New York, 1938), pp. 7, 8, 18. 
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Illustrative of the type of Nelson’s training and experience in wa, 
torn Spain, is the following excerpt from his 1940 letter to Ralp 
Bates, British writer and member of the International Brigade: Wh; 
did we need those bombs? Did we not intend to destroy railroad 


junctions, bridges, lines of communications, ports, and airdromes?”« | 


The same Nelson is free today, waiting for his hour to strike, whey he 
can continue these activities at the Kremlin’s behest against they 
United States. 

RUSSIAN COMMANDERS 


As a political commissar, Steve Nelson became an organic part of 


the ruling Soviet command in Spain, operating under its ordey | 


According to Krivitsky, the following Soviet officers operated in the 
background: 


Gen. Ian Berzin, in charge of the Soviet expeditionary force, who had Serve) 
for 15 years as chief of the Military Intelligence of the Red army. Benj 
assembled a group of Russian staff officers and they were made the backbone of 
the Loyalist command. 

Arthur Stashevsky, Stalin’s chief political commissar in Spain. 

Gen. Emil Kleber, real name Stern, in command of the International Brigade 
craduate of the Frunze Military Academy in Moscow, worked in the Intelligencs 
Department of the General Staff of the Red Army, participated in Cominter 
missions in China. 


Krivitsky describes the influx of Soviet Army personnel as follows: 


While this International Brigade—the army of the Comintern—was taking 
shape in the foreground, purely Russian units of the Red army were quietly 
arriving and taking up their posts behind the Spanish front. This Soviet mili. 
tary personnel in Spain never reached more than 2,000 men, and only pilots and 


tank officers saw active duty. Most of the Russians were technicians—generg| 


staff men, military instructors, engineers, specialists in setting up war indus 
tries, experts in chemical warfare, aviation mechanics, radio operators and 
gunnery experts.® 


The testimony of Humberto Galleani, who had been a major in the 
Spanish Loyalist forces, shows the role of Soviet officers and repre. 
sentatives of various Communist Parties in the command of the Inter- 
national Brigade. His testimony before the House Committee on Un- 


American Activities on April 12, 1940, follows: 


When the International Brigades were formed * * * in October 1936, there 
were not yet any Russians in Spain. The first Russian to arrive was General 
Kleber, who had command of what was at that time the only International 
Brigade, composed mainly of French, Italian, German, Polish, and a few more 
nationalities of the Balkan countries. After General Kleber arrived, General 
Lukacz, who had the command of the Second Brigade, that was called the 
Twelfth Brigade, the brigade commanded by General Kleber was the Eleventh 
Brigade * * * 

When I came back I found that, in every International Brigade 
there was a great number of Russian officers who were the direct representa- 
tives of the Comintern * * *. Of course, all the International Brigade at the 
time—at the time there were 5 International Brigades, from 11 to 15—all com- 
manded by officers arriving from Russia—Eleventh by Kleber and Twelfth by 
Lukacz and the Thirteenth by an Italian who bore the name of Krieger. The 
Fourteenth was under the command of Lt. Cole Dumont, a French Commuist 
Party member, designated by Andre Marty, and the Fifteenth by Vladimir 
Copic, who was a former deputy in Yugoslavia * * *. General Gall was the 
first commander of the Fifteenth International Brigade, also Russian. * * * and 





% New Masses, Jan. 9, 1940, p. 24. 
% “In Stalin’s Secret Service,” by W. G. Krivitsky, p. 95. 
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were the two brigades who helped a great lot in saving the city of Madrid 
m the Fascist invasion * * *, 
Then every party—every Communist Party there had a member of the central 
mittee—a delegate of the central committee. In the case of the Fifteenth 
International Brigade, the American Central Committee was represented by 
Robert Minor * * *. a 
He [Modesto] was a younger man who had been at the military school in 
Russia and he was put in charge of the command of one of the battalions of 
the Fifth Regiment * * * = 


Former Communist John G. Honeycombe raised the question of 
‘urisdiction when he arrived in Barcelona for his stint with the Lin- 
coln Battalion. His testimony reveals what happened : 


When I arrived in Barcelona I proceeded to the Ministry of War to ask the 
following question : Was the International Brigade responsible to the Spanish 
Government or to the Spanish Army, and the answer was: “No; you have com- 
plete autonomy and you are under the control committee of the International 
Communist Party.” That is the Third International under the direction of 
Andre Marty * * * He was in charge of the French contingent and representa- 
tive of the Secretariat of the Third International at Moscow. In fact, a member 
of it, Robert Minor, was in charge of the American contingent of the Inter- 
national Brigade * * *** 


OGPU AT WORK 


It has been noted that William Odell Nowell has testified that Nel- 
son “was conspicuous because of his connections with the Ogpu in 
Moscow.” The Ogpu (Soviet Military Intelligence) was, of course, 
an integral part of Stalin’s interventionist apparatus in Spain. 
Walter Krivitsky, former chief of Soviet Intelligence in Europe, who 
was a part of it, describes its operation : 


At the same time Stalin instructed Yagoda, then chief of the Ogpu, to set up 
in Spain a branch of the Soviet secret police * * * On September fourteenth, 
obedient to Stalin’s order, Yagoda called an emergency conference at his 
headquarters, the Lubianka, in Moscow * * * I learned that, at this conference, 
a veteran officer of his department was detailed to establish the Ogpu in Loyalist 
Spain. He was Nikolsky, alias Schwed, alias Lyova, alias Orlov * * * 

This Lubianka conference also placed the Soviet secret police in charge of 
Comintern operations in Spain. It decided to “coordinate” the activities of the 
Spanish Communist Party with those of the Ogpu. 

Another decision of this conference was to have the movement of volunteers 
to Spain from every country secretly policed by the Ogpu * * * 

Yagoda called in Captain Oulansky of the Ogpu and commissioned him to 
organize a “private syndicate” of munitions dealers * * * In plain terms, it 
was Captain Oulansky’s job to organize and operate a ring of arms smugglers, 
and to do this so cleverly that no trace could be discovered by the spies of 
foreign governments * * ** 


Joseph North has referred to Nelson as a political commissar dedi- 
cated to the task of being one of the “watchdogs of the People’s Front 
—guarded tirelessly against possible treachery.” Krivitsky pictures 
the ruthless role of the Ogpu in this field. 


Sloutski, chief of the Foreign Division of the Ogpu, had been ordered from 
Moscow to inspect the secret police, which was modeled on that of Russia. 
He arrived a day or two after my departure. The Ogpu was then blossoming 
out all over Loyalist territory, but concentrating on Catalonia, where the inde- 
pendent groups were strongest and where also the real Trotskyists had their 
party headquarters * * * 





_. Hearings before the House Special Committee on Un-American Activities, vol. 13, pp. 
7814, 7815, 7819, 7820. 
» special Committee on Un-American Activities, vol. 13, pp. 7747, 7748. 
In Stalin’s Secret Service,” by W. G. Krivitsky, pp. 82—84. 
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The Ogpu had done a brilliant bit of work. Already in December 19386. 
terror was sweeping Madrid, Barcelona, and Valencia. The Ogpu had its. ng 
special prisons. Its units carried out assassinations and kidnapings It nn 
hidden dungeons and made flying raids. It functioned, of course, indepena led 
of the Loyalist government. The Ministry of Justice had no authority marae 
Ogpu, which was an empire within an empire. It was a power before wane 
even some of the highest officers in the Caballero government trembleq = 
Soviet Union seemed to have a grip on Loyalist Spain, as if it were alre d 
Soviet possession.” cay a 


That American boys in the International Brigade were not spayeq 
from the tender mercies of the Ogpu was brought out graphical] 
by Major Humberto Galleani: ’ 


I can tell that they have been using rather brutal system against men, fr 
the physical violence to the universal system of threatening for any reason, if 
a man made any criticism. The first thing they used to say was that he a 
Renan that he was a defeatist and threatening to put him against the 
wall. 

I have heard * * * about the execution of Paul White, who was the quarte 
master of the Lincoln-Washington Battalion * * * Paul White tried to +* _ 
leave Spain * * * the policy of the International Brigade was that no voluntee 
could leave and, as a matter of fact, they were declared deserters * * * P 

Well, there are two brothers, Joe and John (Tachus), to whom (Anthon ) 
De Maio made threat that they would never come back to the United States” , 





STEVE NELSUN 


Political Commissar, 15th International Brigade, Spanish Civil War 


Steve Nelson’s connection with the long arm of Soviet intelligence 
is brought out by another incident which occurred in March 1938 
when, having been wounded in Spain, he returned to the United States 


# Ibid., pp. 101, 102. 
ee of the Specia! Committee on Un-American Activities, vol. 18, pp. 7817, 7818, 
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and became the national membership director of the American League 
for Peace and Democracy, a Communist front organization, so cited 
py the Attorney General. He issued a statement in Philadelphia on 
March 17 which referred to “three shipments handled by Dickman, 
Wright, and Pugh, ship brokers, bought with German capital from 
the Atlas Powder Co., ammunitions outfit with a Du Pont tie, and 
shipped from the port of Philadelphia to Japan and I rance via 
Germany.” A “gigantic demonstration” was called for Saturday, 
March 26 to protest this alleged shipment. The details cited by 
Nelson could come only from an international espionage apparatus. 


AMERICAN DEATH TOLL 


The full number of American boys who were pitilessly sacrificed 
in this Kremlin inspired, imperialist adventure in which Nelson was 
an ardent accomplice, will never be known. It is possible only to 
sather together fragments of information which indicate what tran- 
eo”, = ais os ; ; oe 2 
spired. Nelson admits in his autobiographical work, The Volunteers, 
that “the Americans who fought there also paid a heavy price— 
nearly 2,000 lost their lives” (p. 191). Edwin Rolfe, official historian 
of the Lincoln Battalion, says that “in the Loyalists’ Brunete offen- 
sive of July 1937, there were two American battalions—the Lincoln 
and the newly formed George Washington Battalion—and after a 
week of fighting the casualties were so great that the remnants of the 
two units were combined to form the Lincoln-Washington Battal- 
jon.” 4* Ralph Bates, English author and a former commissar in the 
15th brigade in Spain, refers to “Communist General Gall, who sent 
Americans to their useless death.” * 

Another piece of evidence of the criminal negligence of the interna- 
tional Communist apparatus toward its American volunteers in Spain 
is furnished by former Political Commissar John Gates, who related 
that: “Having received military training in Albacete * * * which 
consisted of firing three rounds out of an old Canadian Lee-Enfield 
rifle, I was shipped to the front.” *° 

Here is a description by John G. Honeycombe of Los Angeles, a 
former Communist and a veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, of 
his harrowing experience under fire, together with fellow Americans, 
and the enormous casualties sustained : 





We were taken up to the front at Batea. We were kept out in an olive grove in 
the rain for 2 days and nights under Spanish guard, improperly clothed, men ill, 
sick, and wounded ; denied water to drink, denied fire or cover, denied food, and 
reduced to rations within a day’s period of only one ladle of lentil soup, very 
watery, I assure you, a little mule-meat flavor and two small pieces of bread. 
While under arrest, the most terriffic sadistic pressure was brought to bear on 
these prisoners * * *, 

I think at Quinto the report was 364 killed and wounded and missing * * *. 
At Fuentes De Ebro I understand they lost approximately 240. At the Teruel 
action, from frost bite, cold, sickness, and so on, sporadic sniping, I imagine our 
losses were the least there of any place to my knowledge, I would estimate that 
about 105 wounded, sick, dead, and injured, and so on * * *, And let me see, at 





“Daily Worker, Mar. 18, 1938, p. 3. 

a1 “The Lincoln Battalion,” by Edwin Rolfe (Random House, New York), p. 6. 
“New Republic, Oct. 21, 1940, p. 562. 

“® New York Post, Jan. 20, 1958, p. 4. 
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Belchite, this is where we had our terriffic losses. The actual count of the n 
left in the battalion, the Lincoln Battalion, to my know] . 


edge, on the morning 
assembled, was about 65 men out of 550 * * *,“ 7 


KATHERINE VISSERING PUENING OPPENHEIMER 


We cannot close the account of Nelson’s activities in Spain Without 
calling attention to an incident which had significant repercussions 
some years later. From the time of their joint arrest in a Communig. 
engineered demonstration of unemployed in Chicago on March 1, 1930 
to the day of his death on the battlefield at Belchite, Joe Dallet anj 
Steve Nelson had been close buddies. “My friend and comrade.” is 
the way Nelson referred to Dallet in the introduction to the latter's 
a “Letters from Spain.” According to Nelson, Dallet had 

een— 


a candidate on the Communist Party ticket in the Youngstown district for many 
offices; mayor, congressman, etc. He was county organizer of the Communist 
Party of the Youngstown Section.* “ 


On April 26, 1954, Mrs. Katherine Vissering Puening Oppenheimer 
appeared as a witness before the Personnel Security Board of the U.S 
Atomic Energy Commission in the matter of her husband, J. Robert 
Oppenheimer. Her testimony discloses the circumstances of her pre. 
vious marriage to Joe Dallet, Dartmouth College graduate and a scion 
of a wealthy American family.” 


Q. Will you tell us the circumstances of your meeting Joe Dallet? 

A. Yes. I have an old friend in Pittsburgh, a girl called Selma Baker, I saw 
quite a bit of her at that time. It was Selma who said she knew a Communist, 
and would we like to meet him. Everybody agreed that would be interesting, 
There was a New Year’s party. Selma brought Joe Dallet * * *. q 

Q. Did you decide you would be married? 

A. Wedid * * *, 

Q. Joe Dallet was a member of the Communist Party? 

A. He was. 

Q. And you knew that he was? 

A. Yes. 

Q. During your life with him, did you join the party? 

A. Yes,I did * * *. 

Q. You are no longer a member of the Communist Party? 

A. No. 

Q. When would you say you ceased to be a member? 

A. When I left Youngstown in June 1936 * * *, 

Q. What was your plan as to how you would join Joe? 

A. I was told that they would try to see if it were possible, and if it were, I 
would hear from someone in Paris and then go to Paris, and be told how to 
get there. 

Q. Was there talk of your getting a job somewhere in Spain? 

a, Sen +? s; 

Q. Were you ultimately told that it was possible? 

A. I got a letter from Joe saying that he found me a job in Albacrete * * *. 

Q. What year was this? 

A. 1939. Ithen got a wire saying I should come to Paris * * *. 

Q. What happened when you got to Paris? 

A. When I got to Paris, I was shown a telegram saying that Joe had been 
killed in action * * *.“ 


*4 House Special Committee on Un-American Activities, vol. 13, pp. 7750, 7755. 

«Letters from Spain by Joe Dallet, American Volunteer, To His Wife” (Workers 
Library Publishers, New York, 1938), pp. 6, 8. 

4°“The Volunteers,” by Steve Nelson (Masses & Mainstream, New York, 1953), p. 15. 

47 New York Post, Jan. 20, 1958, p. 4. 

“In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer,” transcript of hearing before Personnel 
Security Board, Washington, D.C., April 12, 1954, through May 6, 1954, pp. 571-573, 575. 
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At this point in the narrative, Steve Nelson enters the picture, 
according to the testimony : 

Q. During that period did you meet Steve Nelson? _ ; 

A. Yes. I met him in Paris. I saw him several times. I think Joe and I 
had meals with him oceasionally * * *. . 

Q. What did you dothen? (after Joe was killed in action). a 

A. I was also told that Steve Nelson was coming back from Spain in a day 
or two, and I might want to wait and see what Steve had tosay. He had a lot 


to tell me about Joo * * 5. 
Q. Did you talk with Steve? 
4. Yes, I spent at least a week there. I saw Steve most of the time * * *.® 


IN THE TOPFLIGHT RED ECHELON 


In 1937 Political Commissar Steve Nelson wrote to Pat Toohey, 
4 Communist organizer in Pennsylvania, promising to recruit 10 mem- 
bers of the 15th Brigade Lincoln and Washington Battalions for the 
Communist Party. He pledged to get “real boys steeled in highest 
form of class struggle—‘the armed uprising.’”* As a wounded vet- 
eran of the Spanish Civil War, and a Lenin school graduate, Nelson 
was indeed an example of one who had been steeled in the highest form 
of class struggle—in the armed uprising. He returned to the United 
States in 1937 and was accorded due recognition for his revolutionary 
service. Immediately after his arrival and on the personal recom- 
mendation of Communist Party General Secretary, Earl Browder, he 
was co-opted to membership on its central committee, the ruling elite 
of the party, and attended its plenary sessions in the same year. Avail- 
able records indicate that he attended national conventions since then 
right down to 1957 and that his membership in the national (formerly 
central) committee has continued from 1938 to the present day, over 
a period of 20 years. At the July 1945 convention he was elected to 
the national board or politbureau of the party, a still higher echelon.” 

Among other national posts occupied by Nelson were the following: 
Speaker, National Communist Party Builders Conference in 1938; ° 
member of the national campaign committee of the Communist Party, 
US.A., in 1954; °* placed in charge of national circulation drive of 
the Daily Worker and the Worker in 1957;° chairman, national 
groups committee of the Communist Party in 1946. 

As a veteran of the Spanish Civil War and as a graduate of the 
Lenin school, Steve Nelson was utilized to train other professional 
revolutionists for the Communist Party. Testimony to this effect came 
from Mrs. Barbara Hartle, a former Communist from the Pacific 
Northwest, and Henry Thomas,** former member of the Communist 





“ Thid., p. 574. 

5 Daily Worker, Nov. 6, 1937, p. 3. 

"In the Supreme Court of the United States, October Term, 1956, Stephen Mesarosh, 
also known as Steve Nelson, William Albertson, Benjamin Lowell Careathers, James Hulse 
and Irving Weissman, Petitioners v. United States of America, transcript pp. 909, 911, 996, 
998, 1000-1003, 1010. Daily Worker, May 31, 1938, p. 4. Statement submitted by Earl 
Browder, General Secretary, CPUSA, Special Committee on Un-American Activities, vol. 7, 
p. 4281. Hearings Regarding Steve Nelson, Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
pp. 147, 148. Daily Worker, May 23, 1944, p. 2. Proceedings of the 16th National Con- 
vention, Communist Party, U.S.A., pp. 37, 172, 196, 248. 

5 Daily Worker, Feb. 21, 1938, p. 2. 

% Daily Worker, July 8, 1954, p. 2. 

® Worker, June 16, 1957, p. 15. 

% Worker, July 28, 1946, p. 4. 

ouse Committee on Un-American Activities, Hearings Regarding Communism in 

the District of Columbia, pt. 2, pp. 3209, 3210, 3216, testimony of Henry Thomas. 
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Party in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Hartle, who was particularly informa. 


tive, is quoted herewith: 


Mrs. HartTLe. In the spring of 1946 I was selected by the district lea 
as the district student to [attend] a full-time 2-month national tr 
for theoreticians and propagandists. The aim of sending me w 
for the post of district educational director. 

The school was held at Camp Beacon, which is a recreational camp on th 
Hudson, not far from New York City. The director of the school, Jacob Minde} 
in beginning the school, explained that the students at the school were not 
beginners in the study of Marxism-Leninism but were persons who were to be 
trained as the theoreticians and propagandists who would be able to lead the 
theoretical struggle to rout out all the last remnants of Browder revisionism in 
the Communist Party. The instructors of the school were top national people 
of the Communist Party: Jacob Mindel, Mary Himoff, Max Weiss, Steve Nelson 
Henry Winston, Walter Neff, William Z. Foster, and I am sure that a man named 
Clark taught on the veteran question. 

The subject matter of the school was divided into such topics as “Maryigt. 
Leninist Political Economy,” “Dialectical and Historical Materialism,” “The 
Basic Theory of the Communist Party,” “The Struggle for Democracy,” “Peace” 
“The National and Negro Question,” “Strategy and Tactics,” “The Role of 
Marxist-Leninist Educational Work,” ‘“‘The State,” “The U.S.S.R.” 

The students in attendance at the school were selected by districts from al 
parts of the United States. Some were district leaders, some were important 
persons in Communist press work, and some were persons in trade union and 
other mass work for the Communist Party.® 


as to prepare me 


AMERICAN AID FOR SPANISH CIVIL WAR 


For a short time after his return from Spain, Steve Nelson was 
assigned to promoting two organizations initiated by the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., to enlist financial and other support for the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade. These were the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade and the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. In 1937 
he was a speaker at a banquet of the F.A.L.B., held in honor of Robert 
Raven, a blind veteran of the Spanish Civil War. In 1939 he spoke 
at the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade conference. In the 
same year he was sent to address a meeting in Canada in honor of the 
15th International Brigade.” 

On April 22, 1953, the Attorney General of the United States filed 
a petition before the Subversive Activities Control Board requiring 
the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade to register with the 
Attorney General as a Communist-front organization. Hearings were 
held before the Board. Witnesses included a number of veterans of 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and former officials of the Communist 
Party. The case was decided on December 21, 1955, and summarized 
in part as follows: 

The CPUSA in its domestic activity * * * capitalized upon the antipathy of 
the American people toward Fascist totalitarianism and, through its anti-fascist 
united front tactic involving the sending of the ALB to Spain, it also gained in 
stature and influence. As a means of raising and collecting funds for this opera- 
tion the party utilized the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade (FALB) 
which raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for this purpose while also func- 


tioning as a propaganda outlet for the party. When it went out of existence 
around 1940, its functions were taken over by respondent. * * * 


58 “Investigation of Communist Activities in the Pacific Northwest Area,” pt. 3 (Seattle) 
(testimony of Barbara Hartle, sec. 2), hearings before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House of Representatives, 83d Cong., 2d sess., dated June 16-19, 1954, p. 6211. 

59 New Masses, Dec. 14, 1937, p. 24. 

© Daily Worker, Feb. 8, 1938, p. 2. 

41 Daily Worker, Mar. 7, 1938, p. 2. 
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The CPUSA, as a vehicle for carrying on the Communist strategy with respect 
to Spain, formed the respondent organization in 1988 prior to the return of most 
yeterans. The party purpose was to use respondent and the shibboleth of anti- 
fascism aS a facade, an instrument to advance Communist influence in the 
United States and to aid the world Communist movement with reference to 
Spain. ; ‘ ; ; , : 

Party Politburo representatives supervised respondent 8 formation, appointed 
its principal officer, approved its constitution, and aided in its financing. 
Respondent's initial national convention was held under the domination and 
control of Party representatives and its first National Commander, a Party 
functionary, Was sueceeded at this convention by another Party functionary, 
Milton Wolff, who has since been its National Commander. The policies adopted 
at this convention were a continuation of those embodied in the ALB as an 
integral part of the worldwide Communist united from which respondent actively 


undertook to implement. * * * a 

Respondent, just as was the ALB in Spain, is subject to Party discipline, and 
its members, in addition, are subject to the discipline of respondent which, in 
the same mold as the Party, requires its members, under penalty of being dis- 
ciplined or expelled, to completely accept and implement its policies. oo 

In turn, respondent has consistently adopted, adhered to, and implemented 

jlicies and programs of the Party calculated to advance the Party’s objectives 
and to aid the world Communist movement. In so doing, it has utilized the 
trademark of antifascism as the means of fostering and gaining aid and support 
from among the masses of American people, which ultimately inures to the 
penefit of the Party and the world Communist movement. =F 9 Bs 

Upon the overwhelming weight of the evidence in this proceeding, it is con- 
cluded that respondent is directed, dominated, and controlled by the Communist 
Party of the United States—a Communist-action organization—and that re- 
spondent is primarily operated for the purpose of giving aid and support to it 
and the world Communist movement. 

It is found, therefore, that respondent is a Communist-front organiza- 


tion. * * *% 

Witnesses in the course of these hearings enlarged upon the activity 
of Nelson within the United States in behalf of the Communist puppet 
army in Spain. Louis Francis Budenz, former managing editor of 
the Daily Worker, sat in at meetings of CPUSA Politburo discussions 
regarding the organization of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, in which Earl Browder and Robert Minor, Politburo mem- 
bers, were both active. He testified that Steve Nelson functioned as 
the liaison with the Politburo for directing the formation and the 
supervision of the VALB until 1941.% 

William Herrick, a former member of the Young Communist 
League and a veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, testified with 
regard to an occasion when Bob Klonsky, a party functionary and a 
provisional officer of the VALB, was presiding at one of its meetings 
inearly 1938. Several veterans questioned Klonsky’s right to preside, 
whereupon Steve Nelson, who had been co-opted to the central com- 
mittee of the CPUSA in 1937, explained that Klonsky’s function was 
only temporary. According to Herrick, Nelson’s statement was in- 
terpreted as an order from the party and that he spoke with “ultimate 
authority.” * In 1952, the VALB’s nine-member executive committee 
included six party members, together with Steve Nelson.® In the 
Daily Worker of April 13, 1946, Steve Nelson, along with other party 
stalwarts, in an article entitled “We Who Fought in Spain Call You 





Docket No. 108-53, Herbert Brownell, Jr., Attorney General of the United States, 
Petitioner v. Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Respondent, Subversive Activities 
Control Board, pp. 121-123. 

% Thid., p. 20. 

* Tbid., pp. 22, 23. 

© Ibid., p. 31. 
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to Rally Today,” urged party members to attend a VALB r 
Madison Square, New York City. 

Witness William Henry Harris and Steve Nelson were present at 
VALB meeting in 1947, which was addressed by Gerhart Eisley 
former representative in the United States of the Communist Inter. 
national, presently information minister in Communist E 
and an honorary VALB member.” 

In rallying recruits to sacrifice their lives for Stalin on the Spanish 
battlefields, Nelson concentrated considerable attention upon the 
Young Communist League, which eulogized him as an heroic figure, 
He was a contributor to the Young Communist Review of March 1938 
page 21. He spoke at a meeting of the Young Communist League, 
according to the Daily Worker of February 2, 1938, page 5. 


ast Germany, 


ESPIONAGE IN SUNNY CALIFORNIA 


With the opening of 1940, the State of California experienced q 
startling boom in certain strategic industries including aircraft pro- 
duction, shipbuilding, metal and steel products, machinery, ete. This 
was the period of the Stalin-Hitler pact, which lasted from August 93, 
1939, to June 22, 1941, when Germany launched its attack upon the 
Soviet Union. During that period the Communist slogan was “The 
Yanks Art Not Coming.” It was during this period that Communists 
played an active part of the Vultee Aircraft strike at Downey, Calif, 
and the North American Aviation strike at Inglewood, Calif. in 
which troops had to take over the plant. It was during this critical 
period that Steve Nelson appeared on the Pacific coast as the county 
chairman of the Communist Party of San Francisco.” Testifying 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on May 6, 
1949, Paul Crouch, a former Communist Party organizer, stated with 
regard to Nelson’s posts in the Communist Party of California: 

I was at meetings with him of the District Bureau from May 1941 to January 
1942. I also knew him through 1942 and 1943 when he was County organizer of 
Alameda County, having succeeded me in that position. 

_In testimony before the House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities on December 2, 1953, Dickson P. Hill, another former Com- 
munist of California, confirmed the fact that Nelson had been the first 
chairman of the Alameda County branch. 

With regard to all questions pertaining to his Communist Party 
activities, Steve Nelson invoked the fifth amendment in refusing to 
answer when he appeared before the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities on June 8, 1949. 

Crouch, who also had been a member of the district bureau of the 
Communist Party of California, testified before the Supreme Court of 


Pennsylvania regarding Nelson’s role in the California aviation 
strikes. 


Q. Now, you spoke as (sic) one of the policies of the Communist Party, while 
you and Nelson were on the District Board, was deciding about strikes and how 
they should be done. Was there any time while you and Nelson were members of 
the District Bureau that you actively participated in strikes? 

A. We actively participated in controlling the strikes. 


6 Thid., p. 104. 
6 Daily Worker, Mar. 21, 1941, p. 4. 
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_ How was that done? 

4, We influenced the strikes. It was done in the case of the North American 
aviation strike at Inglewood, California, by decision in the District Bureau, that 
the union leadership, headed by Windsor (Wyndham) Mortimer of the Com- 
munist Party, should work for and try to bring about a strike at the North 
American Aviation plant, for the purpose of paralyzing the production of war 
planes for the United States and for Great Britain.® 

In a hearing conducted by the Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee on October 7, 1952 (p. 90), Maurice E. Travis, secretary-treas- 
urer of the International Union of Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers, ws 
confronted with photostatic copies of the list of officers of the Cali- 
fornia State Board of the Communist Political Association (previ- 
ously and presently known as the Communist Party, USA), elected at 
its State convention on June 11, 1944. Both Travis and Steve Nelson 
are shown as members of the State committee and of the State board. 
Both Travis and Nelson invoked the fifth amendment in refusing to 
answer all questions regarding these matters. 

Asa result of hearings conducted by a special committee appointed 
by the executive board of the Congress of Industrial Organizations in 
January and February 1950, the following decision was made with 
reference to the Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers Union: 

Conclusion: For the reasons stated, therefore, and on the basis of all the evi- 
dence presented to it, the committee unanimously concludes that the policies 
and activities of Mine, Mill are consistently directed toward the achievement of 
the program and the purposes of the Communist Party rather than the objectives 
and policies set forth in the CIO constitution. The committee recommends that 
the executive board exercise the powers granted to it by article VI, section 10, 
of the CIO constitution and, by virtue of those powers, revoke the certificate of 
affiliation heretofore granted to the Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers and expel 
it from the ClO. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Jacosp Pororsky, Chairman. 
EMIL MAZEY. 
JOSEPH CURRAN.” 

In the autumn of 1941, a special committee was set up by the 
National Academy of Sciences to review the prospects of the use of 
atomic energy for military purposes. J. Robert Oppenheimer has 
testified that he, together with other leading scientists at the University 
of California, “spent much of the summer of 1942 in Berkeley in a 
joint study that for the first time really came to grips with the physical 
problems of atomic bombs, atomic explosions, and the possibility of 
using fission explosions to initiate thermonuclear reactions.” 7° 


UNDERGROUND APPARATUS 


In the setting then prevailing in California, Nelson was called upon 
to make full use of his Lenin school training in building an under- 
ground apparatus for the Communist Party. Paul Crouch testified 





Vol. 1, transcript of record, on writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, western district, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v. Steve 
Nelson, Supreme Court of the United States, October term, 1955, p. 577. 

*®“Communist Domination of Certain Unions,” report of the Subcommittee on Labor and 
Labor-Management Relations of the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare of the U.S. 
Senate, S. Doc. 89, ordered to be printed Oct. 19, 1951, p. 109. 

™“In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer,” transcript of hearing before Personnel 
Security Board, U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, D.C., Apr. 12, 1954 through 
May 6, 1954, p. 11. 
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regarding the nature of this apparatus when he appeared before th 


Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on May 28, 1953: 


Mr. CroucH. When I arrived in Alameda County, which, incidentally, had g 


membership of 400 party members in the county at the time of my arriva] 45) | 


when I left, the Communist Party already had an elaborate underground appa- 
ratus, both organizationally and insofar as printing equipment was concerned 
In the county at the time of my arrival there were 2 high-speed mimeograph 
machines in the office, 1 stored at a private residence in the county for reserve Use 
under underground conditions. ; 

Shortly after I arrived, one of the machines was taken out of the office, leaving 
only one machine in the office. In addition, there were scores of hand mimeo. 
graphs already distributed in all of the units in the county. As I arrived there 
plans were being made for a county school in underground work which began 
about 1 week after my arrival. 

The instructors were Rudy Lambert, head of the underground apparatus of the 
district, the control and security commission; Steve Nelson, a fellow member of 
the district bureau, and then San Francisco County organizer; Kenneth May 
educational director of the county at that time; and myself. : 

This school was held on weekends, Saturday and Sunday, about 8 hours a day 
for 2 days, with about 20 selected students from the county. They were given 
both political directives about the revolutionary aims of the party, the matter 
of turning the imperialist war into a civil war, and so on, and they were given 
a great deal of practical instructions in the use of these hand mimeographs, 

They were also taught how to make gelatin duplicating devices if they should 
not have hand mimeographs available, just by the simple process of Knox 
gelatin and duplicating typewriter ribbons, a very simple method. 

They were taught methods for distributing the leaflets without being detected, 
such as placing them in most frequently read library books in public libraries 
and various other techniques were used. It was a very elaborate course ani 
lasted from early in May until the invasion of the Soviet Union, and covered about 
all phases of underground activities, both in theory and in practice.” 


The testimony of Crouch was corroborated by additional testimony 
before the California Senate Factfinding Committee on Un-American 
Activities which disclosed that, during the latter part of May and 
until approximately the 22d day of June 1941, immediately after 
Hitler’s attack on the Soviet Union, a small group of Communist 
Party specialists conducted a school on underground activities at the 
home of Mrs. Wilhelmina Loughrey near Orinda, Alameda County. 
The sessions were held on Saturday and Sunday. The individuals 
selected for training were instructed in the operation of a hidden 
mimeograph and printing press, the manufacture of hectographs, and 
the manner in which meetings could be held and directives distributed 
without detection. The principal lecturers were Rudy Lambert, Steve 
Nelson, Louise Todd, Kenneth May, and Crouch.” 

Protected by these precautionary measures, Nelson, Marcel Scherer, 
and Lambert were in charge of building what was known as the Spe 
cial Section of the Communist Party to include scientists and tech- 
nicians. Crouch testified in considerable detail on this matter before 
the California Committee on Un-American Activities: 

“Q. (By Mr. Combs:) About how many people were in the Special Section at 
the time that you knew Marcel Scherer here in California, that is, in 1941? 

“A. I already stated that in December or, rather, the first of January 1942, 
when Steve Nelson replaced me, the figure at that time was 60 members in the 
Special Section, and I would assume that the section was, perhaps, 10 less than 


that when I first met Marcel Scherer—when I met Marcel Scherer in August, it 
was about 50 members. 


™ “Communist Underground Printing Facilities and Illegal Propaganda,” Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee, 1953, p. 300, 301. 

72 Sixth report of the Senate Factfinding Committee on Un-American Activities, Call: 
fornia, 1951, pp. 176, 177. 
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“9, Now, having testified, Mr. Crouch, that Marcel Scherer’s idea was to form 
a group of scientists and technicians into an organization, and bearing in mind 
that he went to the Lenin School, and bearing in mind that he was in ( alifornia 
for 18 months commencing in the summer of 1941, concerning which the testimony 
was developed during a previous hearing that the committee held in this building, 
what conclusion would you draw as to the purpose of his 18-month visit here 
mmencing in the summer of 19417 ; te ee 
“A Well, the first conclusion, certainly, is that developments in California and 
in the scientific field in connection with chemists and physicists and others of 
similar experience, were more important than anywhere else in the United States, 
and recalling the continued presence of-— requiring the continued presence of the 
national head of the Party Ss department of work along scientific and technical 
jines—I think it was something that would be obvious, that it was something of 
unusual importance, for him to come out to California and which would require 
his presence for such a long length of time * * *” (p. 204). 3 

Q. So that while you didn’t issue any books at all, so that the identity and 
affiliations of all the Communist Party members would be concealed as far as 
possible—so far as the meinbers of the Special Section was concerned, their identi- 
ties were so carefully guarded that they were not even known to other members 
of the Communist Party in this country? 

A. Yes, they even went beyond that. The names of the members were so 
closely guarded in everything that, even when it was necessary for me to know, 
I, as county organizer, to know the names of a very few, those matters were kept 
from me; for example, I would say, when I turned the county organizer job over 
to Steve Nelson in January 1942, there were 60 members of the Special Section 
at that time, and I didn’t know the names of any more than 5 members, at the 
most, out of the 60 members. 

Q. Who was the Communist Party functionary who had charge of the Special 
Section? 

A. First of all, there was the Section organizer, Libby Burke, who represented 
that section on the County Bureau and who carried back the usual Bureau deci- 
sions and gave us reports on organizational matters connected with this section: 
and she was associated in some of this work by a Party leader whose name, I 
believe, was Kitty Griffith, and I understand she was later known as Kitty 
Griffith Stewart. But most of this work received the supervision of, first of all, 
from Kenneth May, one of the three members of the secretariat. You see, we 
had our responsibilities divided ; I had certain responsibilities and Kenneth May 
had certain responsibilities, and I previously testified regarding education in the 
Special Section, and Kenneth May operated primarily under Rudy Lambert, 
who had charge of all underground work in the district. And Rudy Lambert 
would come over there frequently and sometimes several times a week, and he 
was working with Kenneth May in connection with the Special Section. 

Q. So actually the Special Section matters would be controlled by or were in 
charge of Kenneth May and Rudy Lambert? 

A. Yes, that is right (pp. 206, 207) .* 


Cc 


MARCEL SCHERER 


As a close associate of Steve Nelson in the supervision and direction 
of the Special Section of the Communist Party in Alameda County, 
Marcel Scherer assumes some significance and an examination of his 
record is in order. Scherer appeared before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities on June 21, 1950, and admitted that he had 
been active in organizing a local of the Federation of Architects, 
Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians (FAECT) in Shell Oil, Shell 
Development, the American Smelting & Refining Co. and in the radi- 
ation laboratory at the University of California at Berkeley. He in- 
voked the fifth amendment in refusing to affirm or deny : 

1. That he is a charter member of the Communist Party, as shown 
by previous testimony. 





* Ibid., pp. 204, 206, 207. 
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2. That he was a candidate for alderman in the 37th District of 
Brooklyn, N.Y., on the Communist Party ticket in 1931—a matter of 
public record. 

3. That he knew Paul Crouch and Steve Nelson. 

4. That he attended the Lenin Institute in Moscow. 

5. That he accepted a position in the Soviet Union for which hg 
received a salary or gratuity." 

The Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Techni. 

cians has been characterized as Communist-controlled by the House 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities (annual report, Jan. 
uary 3, 1940, p. 13), and by the California Committee on Un-Amer. 
can Activities (report, 1943, p. 135). Public reference to its Com. 
munist character has been made by the New York World-Telegram 
(January 30, 1940, p. 22), by the prolabor New Leader (June 96 
1943, pp. 1 and 6), by Benjamin Stolberg, writer on labor (Saturday 
Evening Post, September 2, 1939, p. 39). 
Chapter 25 of the FAECT was established in Alameda County jp 
1939 and included physicists and nuclear fission experts at the Uni. 
versity of California and the Shell Development Co.’s plant at Emery. 
ville. Through the direction of Marcel Scherer, Steve Nelson, and 
Rudy Lambert, it had become closely interlocked with the Special 
Section of the Communist Party by 1941.” 

Operating in Nelson’s bailiwick and under his general supervision 
was Chapter 25 of the Federation of Architects, Chemists and Tech- 
nicians with the Shell Development Co. For bargaining purposes 
the chapter called itself the Association of Industrial Scientists. The 
California Joint Fact-Finding Committee on Un-American Activities 
came into possession of minutes of the executive committee of this 
organization, which reveal methods used to escape detection and also 
its efforts to penetrate the “Hill” (the radiation laboratory at the 
University of California). 

Following is an excerpt: 

On April 7 * * * Ray Dunn stated that it would be necessary to obtain a 
complete personnel list of employees with the Radiation Lab, and that this 
could best be obtained from the personnel office. Dr. Nelson raised an objection 
to this procedure stating that the filching of such a list would probably come to 
the attention of the FBI, which would cause trouble for the FAECT. 

Ted Finkelstein stated that many people he contacted objected to joining 
the union because they felt it was Communist controlled, and favored coopera- 
tion after the war by setting up a Communist government in the United States, 
In answer to this Ray Dunn stated that he understood this attitude, as he felt 
the same way—stated that the Communist Party should set up its own govern- 
ment in this country. 

On April 14, 1943 * * * the minutes of April 2d were read and approved. 
Regarding membership, Bernard Peters stated that it is absolutely necessary 
to get a good foothold on the “Hill” before the FAECT could consider itself 
thoroughly entrenched. 

Bernard Peters suggested that the committee pass on all material to forestall 
any possible leakage of information. 

Shirlee Davis asked David Fox if it would be all right if outsiders came to the 
big meeting, and he answered that it wouldn’t be wise because it might give the 
FBI and the university an opportunity to accuse the union of carelessness in 
letting out information by asking outsiders, as they might get to know the 
people working on the Hill. 


™% Hearings before the House Committee on Un-American Activities, June 21, 1950, 
pp. 2645-2659. 
% Sixth report, Un-American Activities in California, 1951, p. 208. 
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On May 5, 1943 * * * Noel Bartlett stated that he would ask the mail girl 
in his department on the “Hill” to distribute leaflets or notifications of FAECT 
as if they were checks. . 

David Fox suggested that these leaflets be put in envelopes to make them 
less liable to detection.” 


The California committee’s informant described in some detail 
Marcel Scherer’s activity on the “Hill.” 


Scherer stated that many FAECT Members had applied and been accepted 
for jobs in the Lab and on the “Hill,” and for union members to encourage 
all FAECT Members they knew to apply for jobs at the Lab. Incidentally, 
all personnel is directed through Scherer, _He has an office on the campus and 
interviews people all the time. He is in extremely close contact with X 
all the time, and it is not farfetched to say that just about all applicants are 
either members of the FAECT or have to become members before or after 
they are accepted as employees for the Lab. Scherer told a girl that he would 
guarantee her a job if she would join the union—a job at the Lab. 

In connection with the meeting * * * Scherer made the statement that he does 
not like to contact the university personally because “they always bring up the 
case of Aubrey Grossman; that happened five years ago at Sather Gate when 
I wasn’t even here.” 

Shirlee Davis says that they have to distribute literature under cover, as 
Sproul and the University have not given their approval, and Harold Lindsay 
was stopped from distributing literature—so she is taking over. 

On June 13, 1948 * * * Collins stated that the CIO was getting another 
organizer this week and that the U.C. Chapter would benefit by it; that Rose 
Segure had more that she could handle, and therefore more organizers were 
necessary. 

Max Feldman stated that most of those with whom he worked were favorable 
toward the union but that most of them would be going back east for the 
project soon. Mr. Collins stated that they should be signed up and transferred 
to the inactive list, as they were all technical people who could be of great 
assistance to the union and they could contact other technical people while 
back east, then be transferred back to the active list when they came back 
to California, and in that way they could have widened the Union’s sphere of 
influence. 

During the discussion of the problem of membership, the necessity of organiz- 
ing in every possible department of the university was stressed, and in this 
connection the possibility of organizing the U.C. guards was humorously sug- 
gested, but it was taken quite seriously by Rossi Lomanitz, who thought it might 
turn out to be very profitable if approached in the right way. However, Max 
Feldman stated that the union had enough trouble “without inviting the FBI 
into the meetings.” 

Collins further stated that from now on Rose Segure was to be consulted 
before any moves were made with regard to the University Administration, and 
in fact she should be the main one to contact the administration, as her methods 
were “extremely smooth,” and the possibility of antagonism was less likely to 
come up. 

Rossi Lomanitz stated that he noticed that the guards always took the names 
of individuals coming and going on the “Hill,” and they kept track of all 
coming and going of workers on the project and that he didn’t know what sig- 
nificance it had, but thought it might be a good idea to bring it up, so that 
if any committees were to meet—they could take proper precautions to meet at 
the right times and places.” 


The relation between Joseph W. Weinberg, a scientist at the radia- 
tion laboratory, and Steve Nelson, was disclosed in testimony fur- 
nished the House Committee on Un-American Activities on August 
14, 1949, by James Sterling Murray, who from January 1943, until 
about April 1944, was officer in charge of security for the radiation 





% Third report, Un-American Activities in California, 1947, p. 211. 
7 Ibid., pp. 212, 213. 
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laboratory at the University of California. Mr. Murray’s testimony 
follows in part: 


Mr. ApPeLL. Can you recall how you first became interested in the cage of 
Joseph W. Weinberg? * * * 

Mr. Murray. A highly confidential informant informed our office that ap 
unidentified scientist at the radiation laboratory had disclosed certain secret 
information about the Manhattan engineering project to a member of the Con. 
munist Party in San Francisco, and this confidential informant went on to say 
that such information was transmitted to the Russian consulate in San Fran- 
cisco, and later was on its way to Washington, D.C., and later out of the 
country in a diplomatic pouch. 

This was the only allegation we had to begin with, but through information 
which the confidential informant was able to supply us on the background of 
the particular scientist, we finally narrowed it down and definitely fixed the 
scientist as Joseph W. Weinberg. 

Mr. RusseLy. That is, you identified him as the person who had turned ip. 
formation over to a member of the Communist Party in San Francisco? 

Mr. Murray. Yes. 

Mr. Russe.it. Was the person who was a member of the Communist Party in 
San Francisco Steve Nelson? 

Mr. Murray. Yes, it was. 

Mr. AppeLL. What was the approximate date you were informed that Joseph 
W. Weinberg turned over this secret formula to Steve Nelson? 

Mr. Murray. I would first like to make it clear that the information was not 
a formula, I don’t believe. It was highly confidential information about the 
objective of the project, and I think that first came to our attention through 
this confidential informant in January 1943 * * * (p. 800). 

Mr. VELpE. You are satisfied that Dr. Joseph W. Weinberg was employed by 
the University of California in January 1943, and that he was engaged in work 
on the Manhattan project at that time? 

Mr. Murray. Yes. We were satisfied he was actively engaged in work on the 
project. 

Mr. AppeLti. Could you describe this meeting and give the committee the ap 
proximate date of the meeting? * * * 

Mr. Murray. On August 12, 1943," we were conducting physical surveillance 
of Joseph W. Weinberg, and at approximately 5 o’clock in the afternoon a highly 
confidential informant advised us that there was to be some type of a meeting 
at Weinberg’s home that evening, at which Steve Nelson and Bernadette Doyle 
would be present. I immediately instituted surveillance of the entire area by 
the agents assigned to our office, to watch the visitors in the Weinberg home, 
and I, myself, stationed myself next door to the Weinberg home. I believe it 
was located on Blake Street in Berkeley, Calif. 

At approximately 9 o’clock I observed a man known to me to be Steve Nelson, 
and a woman known to me to be Bernadette Doyle, approach the Weinberg home 
and enter therein. After their entry into the Weinberg home, I, in the company 
of agents Harold Zindle and George Rathman, went to the roof of the apartment 
house which was immediately next door to the Weinberg home, and from an 
observation post on the roof I was able to look into the second-story apartment 
of Weinberg. 

I noted Weinberg, Steve Nelson, and Bernadette Doyle, in company with at 
least five other members, some of whom were employed by the radiation labor- 
atory, seated around a table in the dining room of the Weinberg apartment. 

At approximately 9:20 p.m. Weinberg came to the window and attempted to 
adjust the window, it being a very hot and sticky night. He had some difficulty 
in raising the window, or lowering it, or something, and Steve Nelson came over 
to help him, at which time I was able to get a good look and identify him. * * * 

Mr. Russe.y. Do you recall the other persons around the table in Weinberg’s 
apartment at this meeting you are describing? 

Mr. Murray. I don’t recall all. I know Giovanni Rossi Lomanitz, David 
Bohm, Irving David Fox, Max Friedman. I know Max Friedman was there, 
but for a very short time. He was the first oneto leave. * * * 

Mr. Murray. Well, during the course of our investigative activities it came to 
our attention that this group of people were meeting almost weekly, and on 


SET 
7% Corrected from official records to Aug. 17, 19438. 
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occasion We intercepted, after a meeting, pamphlets which were going to be 
mailed to other personnel at the University of California, which were, inci- 
dentally, addressed and the envelopes sealed by Mrs. Weinberg and Mrs. Fox. 
We knew that these people were meeting for some reason, but we never were 
able to determine the exact reason, and upon inquiry a member of this group 
would always reply that they were a chapter of the Federation of Architects, 
Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians. ; ; ; 

Mr. RusseLL. Were those pamphlets, which you mentioned as having been 
distributed by Mrs. Fox and Mrs. Weinberg to various persons attached to 
the radiation laboratory, political pamphlets, or were they pamphlets of the 
Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists, and Technicians? ; 

Mr. Murray. Those were pamphlets of a political nature and, if I recall 
correctly, stated the current Communist Party line at the moment. 

Mr. APPELL. Did your office also observe Mrs. Weinberg and Mrs. Fox sending 
to the same people within the University of California a book by Earl Browder 
entitled “Victory and After”? 

Mr. Murray. Yes.” 


This testimony was supported by the sworn statements of other 
security agents of the Manhattan Engineering District who took part 
in this surveillance, namely William S. Wagener and G,. J. Rathman.*° 

The following persons, who had been named as participants in this 
meeting, were questioned by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities on the dates given: 

Giovanni Rossi Lomanitz (April 26, June 10, 1949), David Bohm 
(June 10, 1949), Ken Max Manfred (September 14, 1949) formerly 
known as Max Bernard Friedman, Irving David Fox (September 27, 
1949), all former physicists at the radiation laboratory, Steve Nelson 
(June 8, 1949) and Mary Bernadette Doyle (December 21, 1950). All 
took refuge in the fifth amendment in refusing to say whether they 
did in fact participate and whether they were members of the Com- 
munist Party. Joseph W. Weinberg denied that the meeting was held 
at his home and denied knowing Nelson and Doyle (April 26, 1949). 
He later invoked the fifth amendment on these questions before a 
Federal grand jury. 


FURTHER DEALINGS WITH JOSEPH W. WEINBERG 


Weinberg was evidently one of Nelson’s closest and most active con- 
tacts. A security memorandum furnished to the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities deals with a meeting between Weinberg and 
Nelson in March 1943, and the transactions which followed. The 
committee reported : 


One evening in March 1948, a man identifying himself as “Joe” kept an ap- 
pointment with Nelson which had earlier been arranged through Nelson’s wife. 
Upon “Joe’s” arrival at the Nelson home, Nelson was not there and did not 
return until well after midnight. When Nelson finally did arrive, “Joe” greeted 
him by stating that he had some information he believed Nelson could use. 
“Joe” then furnished Nelson with some highly confidential data regarding the 
nuclear experiments then in progress at the radiation laboratories at the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley. The experiments at the University of Cali- 
fornia had then reached the experimental stage of the atom bomb. The “Joe” 
mentioned herein has been identified in other reports released by the committee 
as Joseph W. Weinberg. 

Several days after this meeting with “Joe,” Nelson arranged with the Soviet 
Consulate in San Francisco to meet Peter Ivanov, a vice consul. Nelson sug- 
gested the meeting take place at some place where they could not be observed. 





* Hearings regarding Communist infiltration of radiation laboratory and atomic bomb 
project at the University of California, Berkeley, Calif—vol. IJ, pp. 800-802, 805. 
® Ibid., pp. 798, 831, and 832. 
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Ivanov suggested the meeting would be safe in the “usual place.” Government 
agents subsequently observed a meeting between Nelson and Ivanov that too, 
place in the middle of an open park on the grounds of St. Francis Hospita] in 
San Francisco. The Government agents observed Nelson passing an envelope or 
package to Ivanov. It was shortly after this meeting that Vassili Zubilin 
arrived at the Russian Consulate in San Francisco and subsequently met with 
Nelson. 

The committee, during the course of its investigation into the contacts between 
Nelson and Joseph Weinberg, learned certain facts concerning the instructions 
given Weinberg by Steve Nelson. Nelson, a member of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., instructed Weinberg, a research physicist ep. 
gaged in development of the atomic bomb, that Weinberg should keep Nelson 
advised of progress in this development in order that Nelson could in turn furnish 
this information to the proper officials of the Soviet Government. 

Nelson was of the opinion that there were enough Communists engaged ig 
atomic research so that when all reports were correlated the Soviets coulq 
assemble the atom bomb * * *®™ 


The intelligence memorandum reported the following dealings 
between Nelson and Weinberg: 


A very reliable and highly confidential informant advised that certain jp. 
structions had been given by Steve Nelson, who was at the time a member of 
the national committee of the Communist Party of the United States, to the 
scientist identified herein as Joseph W. Weinberg, a research physicist cop. 
nected with the atomic bomb at the University of California, at Berkeley, Calif. 
The instructions were that Weinberg should furnish Nelson with information 
concerning the atomic bomb project so that Nelson could, in turn, deliver it 
to the proper officials of the Soviet Government. Nelson advised Weinberg to 
furnish him any information which he might obtain from trustworthy Com. 
munists working on the atomic project; he, Nelson, being of the belief that 
collectively the Communist scientists working on the project could assemble 
all the information regarding the manufacture of the atomic bomb. Nelson 
told Weinberg that all Communists engaged on the atomic bomb project should 
destroy their Communist Party membership books, refrain from using liquor, 
and use every precaution regarding their espionage activities. 

At the time of this meeting, according to an extract from an intelligence 
report, Weinberg furnished Nelson with information regarding the experiments 
which had been conducted in connection with the development of the atomic 
bomb at the radiation laboratories of the University of California. The in- 
formation furnished Nelson by Weinberg was taken down in the form of notes 
by Nelson.” 


Nelson refused to answer questions about a meeting with Joseph 
Weinberg at the former’s home, 3740 Grove Street, Oakland, Calif, 
on March 29, 1943, seeking refuge behind his privilege under the 


fifth amendment.** Weinberg did the same before a Federal grand 
Jury in Washington, D.C. 


VASSILI MIKHAILOVICH ZUBELIN AND HIS PALS 


Larry E. Kerley, member of the editorial staff of the New York 
Journal-American, who was an agent of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation from 1937 to 1945, covering the period of Nelson’s activities in 
California, appeared September 15, 1949, before the Subcommittee 
on Immigration and Naturalization of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee. He was a specialist in the field of Communist activity. Mr. 
Kerley described a meeting on April 10, 1943, between Steve Nelson 
and Vassili M. Zubelin, whom he characterized as “head of the 


81 “‘'The Shameful Years,’”” House Committee on Un-American Activities, p. 31. 
io seater 5 Atemic Espionage,” House Committee on Un-American Activities, Sept. 
, L949, P. o. 


8 “Hearings Regarding Steve Nelson,” House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
June 8, 1949, p. 149. 
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NKVD foreign-information service from 1942 to 1944,” whose aliases 
included “V. Zarukin, Vassili Luchenke, and Cooper.” In 1952 
Jubelin was appointed third secretary of the Soviet Embassy and 
subsequently raised to second secretary. The episode described by 
Kerley as follows demonstrated Nelson’s far-reaching power in deal- 
ing with other Soviet agents. 

April 10, 1948, Nelson was at his home in Oakland, Calif., when he was 
visited by Zubelin (NKVD) using the cover name of “Cooper.” Nelson told 
Zubelin he was working on secret work for the Soviets under authority of a 
note from Moscow, delivered by courier, with the knowledge of Earl Browder. 
Nelson discussed with Zubelin the “apparatus” personnel on the west coast, 
principally using cover names. Nelson protested that representatives from 
Russia came to California to Communist members, using the proper “greeting 
jdentification” and insisted that such a system was dangerous. He urged 
establishment of a single clearance in each major city for such instructions. 
He charged inefficient work by Getzel Hochberg and Mordecai Rappaport, two 
Soviet agents. Later Hochberg was transferred from New York to Detroit, 
and Rappaport from San Francisco to Los Angeles.” 

According to Kerley, Gregori Markovich Kheifets, alias Brown, 
Soviet vice consul at San Francisco, was the center of Soviet west 
coast espionage. Steve Nelson was in close touch with Kheifets dur- 
ing World War II. 

A few days after the meeting between Nelson and Ivanov on the St. 
Francis Hospital grounds, Zubelin came to the Soviet consulate in 
San Francisco. Shortly thereafter he made an appointment to meet 
Steve Nelson at the latter’s home. At this meeting Zubelin paid Nelson 
10 bills of unknown denomination, according to security sources. 
When Nelson was questioned on September 14, 1948, he stated that it 
might incriminate him if he answered questions as to whether he had 
ever been in the Soviet consulate, whether he had ridden in the auto- 
mobile of the Soviet consulate in the period from 1938 to 1948, and 
whether he was acquainted with Zubelin.*® 

According to Mr. Kerley, Nelson had been seen in contact with 
another of Kheifets’ agents named Isaac Folkoff, alias Cam Falcono- 
vitch, alias Pop, a naturalized Latvian, ostensibly in the clothing 
business, but actually in control of secret Communist funds in Cali- 
fornia. He had been seen taking manila envelopes to meetings with 
Nelson, Haakon Chevalier, and William Schneiderman, one-time head 
of the Communist Party in California and Kheifets, who left the 
meeting with the envelopes.** 

Kerley further testified that Nelson used primarily the courier system 
for transmitting espionage information and he named Doris Silver, 
also known as Doris Silver Amatniek, a student at the City College 
of New York, who passed the documents to her espionage superior in 
the east or to a British merchant marine officer who contacted her 
frequently.*? 

In the testimony of Mr. Kerley are described some of the other 
agents with whom Nelson was known to be in contact : 


Ralph Bowman, alias Rudy Baker, American Communist, who attended the 
Lenin School in Moscow in 1929 using the cover name of “Al.” He was head of 





%“Communist Activities Among Aliens and National Groups,” Subcommittee on Immi- 
gration and Naturalization, Senate Judiciary Committee, pt. 2, p. 807. 
oe seen cea Espionage,”’ House Committee on Un-American Activities, Sept. 
2 » Pp. 4, do. 
*“Communist Activities Among Aliens and National Groups,” Subcommittee on Immi- 


gration and Naturalization, Senate Judiciary Committee, pt. 2, p. 811. 
* Ibid., p. 808. , ‘ . 
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the Comintern “apparatus” in this country from 1942 to 1944. His closest 
associates were Nelson, Bittelman, Hochberg, Alexander Trachtenberg, Earl 
Browder, and Mrs. Earl Browder (Raissa Irene Berkman, Soviet citizen) * « » 

Felix Kusman, alias Johannes Kuunsmann and John Felix, Estonian alien of 
the Bronx, N.Y., “social worker” for United American Spanish Aid Committee 
and captain in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain; close contact of Nelson 
and Louise Bransten * * ** 


CONTACT WITH J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER 


After Nelson was appointed as a Communist Party organizer jp 
California, he had occasion to meet J. Robert Oppenheimer, the atomic 
scientist who became Director of the laboratory of the Manhattan 
project. On December 23, 1953, Mr. K. D. Nichols, General Manager 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, wrote to Dr. Oppenheimer outlin- 
ing certain information upon which they sought to question him, 
There are presented, at this point, only the questions pertaining to 
possible relations between Dr. Oppenheimer and Steve Nelson: 


It was reported that you have associated with members and officials of the 
Communist Party including Isaac Folkoff, Steve Nelson, Rudy Lambert, Ken. 
neth May, Jack Manley and Thomas Addis * * * 

It was reported that you have consistently denied that you have ever been a 
member of the Communist Party * * * 

It was further reported, however, that * * * during the period 1942-1945 var. 
ious officials of the Communist Party, including Dr. Hannah Peters, organizer 
of the professional section of the Communist Party, Alameda County, Calif, 
Bernadette Doyle, secretary of the Alameda County Communist Party, Steve 
Nelson, David Adelson, Paul Pinsky, Jack Manley, and Katrina Sandow, have 
made statements indicating that you were then a member of the Communist 
Party; that you could not be active in the party at that time: that your name 
should be removed from the party mailing list and not mentioned in any way; 
that you had talked the atomic-bomb question over with party members during 
this period; and that several years prior to 1945 you had told Steve Nelson that 
the Army was working on an atomic bomb * * *® 


Dr. Oppenheimer was questioned before the Personnel Security 
Board with reference to his associations with Steve Nelson. His tes- 
timony on that point is given herewith : 


Steve Nelson came a few times with his family to visit; he had befriended my 
wife in Paris, at the time of her husband’s death in Spain in 1937. Neither of us 
has seen him since 1941 or 1942 * * * TI never discussed anything of my secret 
work or anything about the atomic bomb with Steve Nelson.” 


Under questioning by Roger Robb, counsel for the Personnel Secu- 
rity Board, Dr. Oppenheimer continued : 


Q. When did you first meet Steve Nelson? 

A. I don’t know whether it was before my marriage to my wife or not. I think 
it was. Shethinks it was after our marriage. 

Q. When did you think you met him, and what were the circumstances under 
which you met him? 

A. I think it may have been in connection with a big Spanish party in the fall 
of 1939. 

Q. Where? 

A. In San Francisco * * * 

Q. What is there about the occasion that makes Steve Nelson stand out in 
your mind? 

A. He was a hero and there was either talk of him or I saw him, I don’t know. 

Q. What was hea hero for? 


*§ Thid., pp. 809, 810. 


“Tn the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer.” hearing before Personnel Security Board, 


Atomic Energy Committee, April 12, 1954, through May 6, 1954, pp. 4, 5. 
© Tbid.. pp. 10, 18. 


Se 
> 
a 

~ 


rOorOors: 








eoreor 


i: os 
oa 
ae 


A. 
) 
e 


OrOororeor 





Closest 
g, Rar] 


) Fae 
alien of 
mittee, 
Nelson 


izer in 
atomic 
hattan 
anager 
outlin- 
n him. 
‘ing to 


; Of the 
*t, Ken- 


been a 


445 var. 
‘ganizer 
, Calif, 
*, Steve 
W, have 
imunist 
ir name 
iy way; 
| during 
on that 


curity 
lis tes- 


ded my 
er of us 
y secret 


| Secu- 


I think 
S under 


the fall 


out in 


t know. 


y Board, 


| 
| 


PROPOSED ANTISUBVERSION LEGISLATION 669 


4, For his alleged part in the Spanish War. 

©. You knew he was a Communist Party functionary? } 

A I knew he was a Communist and an important Communist. 

Q. Thereafter, Steve Nelson was at your home on various occasions, was he 

9 
= That was much later. 
. When was that? 

A. The times I remember * * * were in the winter of 1941-42 * * * 

Q. Were you at that time working on the secret war project? f 

A. I was thinking about it if it was in the winter, and I was employed on it 
if it was the summer. ; ; 

Q. In all events whether it was in the winter or summer, at the time Steve 
Nelson was at your house you had some connection with this project, did you not? 
Oh, yes. 

How many times did Steve Nelson come to your house? 

I would say several * * * 

Can you give us any idea how long these visits were with Nelson? 

. Afew hours * * * 

Did you call him Steve? 

I think so. 

. Did he call you Oppy? 

_I don’t remember. He and my wife * * * They had close affectionate 
relationships * * * 

Q. Doctor, you testified that Mrs. Oppenheimer has told you that she may 
have given some money to Steve Nelson; is that correct? 

A. Yes.” 


POrOrPOPOP 


ELTENTON-CHEVALIER CABAL 


As executive officer of the Alameda County organization of the 
Communist Party, Steve Nelson was one of those supervising the 
operation of its special section, which included George C. Eltenton, 
research physicist of the Shell Development Co. in Emeryville, Calif., 
and Haakon Chevalier, teacher of romance languages at the Univer- 
sity of California. With reference to Chevalier, Miles G. Humphries, 
who was secretary of the Communist Party in Alameda County in 
1934, testified that Rudy Lambert— 


reported to me that Haakon Chevalier was, in 1934, the faculty unit organizer 
for the Communist Party in Alameda County * * * This University of Cali- 
fornia unit was handled with extreme secrecy, the members being unknown to 
the regular party members and handled only by Lambert, who reported directly 


to the district committee of the party.” 


Nelson was, of course, a member of the district committee in super- 
visory charge. 

Based upon security information, Louis J. Russell, an investigator 
for the House Committee on Un-American Activities, testified on 
October 30, 1947, regarding an espionage project carried out jointly 
by Eltenton and Chevalier. The testimony gives the details: 


Mr. Striprine. Could you identify George Charles Eltenton? 

Mr. RussELtt. Yes; Charles Eltenton was an employee of the Shell Develop- 
ment Corp. in Emeryville, Calif., from 1938, and I know that during, that is, as 
late as July 1946. He possibly is still employed there. * * * 

Mr. SrripLine. Mr. Russell, tell the committee whether or not Eltenton was 
ever contacted by an official of the Soviet Government regarding espionage 
activity. 

Mr. Russet. Yes; during the year 1942, the latter part, Eltenton was con- 
tacted by Peter Ivanov, whom I have identified as a vice consul of the Soviet 
Government and a secretary in its consulate in San Francisco. Ivanov requested 
Eltenton to secure information concerning some highly secret work which was 





" Thid., pp. 194, 196, 901. 
“Sixth report, “Un-American Activities in California,” 1951, p. 235. 
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being carried on at the radiation laboratory at the University of California 
Ivanov offered Eltenton money in return for his cooperation in security inform. 
tion regarding the secret work which was being conducted at the University og 
California and Berkeley in its radiation laboratory. 

Mr. StripLine. Do you know whether or not Eltenton, in furtherance of this 
offer, contacted anyone else? 

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes; in order to cooperate with Ivanov he approached Haakon 
Chevalier, who was a professor at the University of California * * * 

And requested him to find out what was being done at the radiation laboratory 
particularly information regarding the highly destructive weapon which was 
being developed through research. Eltenton told Chevalier that he had a line of 
communication with an official of the Soviet Government who had advised him 
that since Russia and the United States were allies, Soviet Russia should be ep. 
titled to any technical data which might be of assistance to that nation, 

At the time of this particular conversation, Chevalier advised Eltenton that 
he would contact a third person who was working in the radiation laboratory 
and attempt to secure information regarding the type of work conducted there 
or any information which he could regarding technical developments which 
might be of assistance to the Soviet Government. 

Mr. Srriprine. Mr. Russell, can you tell the committee whether or not Mr. 
Chevalier did contact a scientist employed in the radiation laboratory? * * * 

Mr. Russe.ti_. Yes; Chevalier approached this third person. 

Mr. Srriptine. Was that third person J. Robert Oppenheimer? 

Mr. RuSsSELL. Thatisright * * *. 

Mr. Striptinc. What did Mr. Oppenheimer reply to this approach on the part 
of Mr. Chevalier? 

Mr. RusseELL. He said that he considered such attempts as this to secure 
information a treasonable act and that he certainly would not have anything to 
do with such a thing.” 


Tied in with this group and with Steve Nelson was Clarence Hiskey, 
who was removed from his employment as a physicist by the Manhat- 
tan Engineering District as a result of his proven association with 
Arthur Adams, a Soviet espionage agent, who has since fled the 
country. Paul Crouch testified regarding a meeting at Kenneth May’s 
home in July or August, 1941: 


Mr. Croucn. The last time I recall seeing Clarence Hiskey was at the home 
of Kenneth May at a housewarming party near the north side of Berkeley. Mr, 
May’s wife’s father had just presented them with a new home. There was a 
housewarming party there, at which my wife and I were present, at which Steve 
Nelson was present, and where Professor Hiskey was present. And, during the 
course of the evening, we sat down near the fireplace and had a discussion in 
connection with a successful party organization at the Shell Oil Development 
Co., where some kind of scientific research was going on and where the party 
had just organized a branch of about eight members, as I recall, and around 
that had organized a kind of what they call a mass organization, a CIO union; 
I believe the initials are F-A-E-C-T. 

Marcel Scherer was there, was in California in connection with both the party’s 
activities among scientists and he held some official position with the FAECT 
also. Marcel Scherer, however, was not, to the best of my recollection, present 
at this particular housewarming party. 

This was in July, to the best of my recollection. The exact date could be 
established by checking the record of the transfer of title to Kenneth May’s 
wife. But, to the best of my recollection, it was in July or August of 1941.™ 


In his letter to Maj. Gen. K. D. Nichols, General Manager, US. 
Atomic Energy Commission, dated March 4, 1954, Dr. Oppenheimer 
touches on this incident as follows: 


% “Hearings Regarding the Communist Infiltration of the Motion Picture Industry,” 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, October 1947, pp. 519-521. 

% “Hearings Regarding Clarence Hiskey, Including Testimony of Paul Crouch,” Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 81st Cong., 1st sess., dated 
May 24, 1949, p. 402. 
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prior to my going there (to Los Alamos) my friend Haakon Chevalier with 
his wife visited us on Eagle Hill, probably in early 1943. During the visit, he 
came into the kitchen and told me that George Eltenton had spoken to him of 
the possibility of transmitting technical information to Soviet scientists. I 
made some strong remark to the effect that this sounded terribly wrong to me. 
The discussion ended there.” 


Nelson’s affinity for scientists and those connected with the atomic 
project is disclosed by his relations with David Hawkins, who testified 
on the subject : 


Mr. Morris. Have you been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hawkins. Yes, I was, in 1938 to 1943 * * * 

Mr. Morris. Did you every meet a man named Steve Nelson? 

Mr. Hawkins. I testified about this previously also, and as well as I can 
remember, I met Mr. Nelson some place in Berkeley, again, during the period 
1941-42. I don’t know when or where. I met him 2 or 3 times in that period 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, we have considerable evidence in our record to the 
effect that Steve Nelson was an experienced Communist organizer who special- 
ized in working with scientists. * * * 

Mr. Hawkins, to what knowledge did you have access prior to V—J Day in 
connection with the Los Alamos project? 

Mr. Hawkins. Prior to V-J Day, I had just entered my job as historian. I 
therefore, had access to all the information that was necessary to write the his- 
tory of the Los Alamos project.” 


Frank Oppenheimer had been a research associate at the University 
of California, at the radiation laboratory from 1941 to 1947. He was 
at Los Alamos in the spring of 1945 and at Oak Ridge in 1944 and 1945. 
He is the brother of Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer. He testified that, 
in 1941, he had dropped out of the Communist Party, with which he 
had been affiliated under the alias of Frank Folsom. Part of his 
testimony on June 14, 1949, before the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities, regarding his association with Steve Nelson follows: 


Mr. Woop. When you first met Steve Nelson, were you at that time a member 
of the Communist Party yourself? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. No. 

Mr. Woop. Was it before or after you joined the Communist Party? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. After I had left. 

Mr. Woop. After you left the party? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. Can you give us the approximate date you met him? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. It was late 1941 or early 1942, I believe. 

Mr. Woop. I believe you stated this morning you left the party in 1941; is that 
correct? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes; I left the party in either late 1940 or very early 1941. 
I met Mr. Nelson for the first time in late 1941 or early 1942. 

Mr. Woop. And the question that was asked you by counsel was the location 
of this first meeting with Steve Nelson. 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. If he is interested in the town, I can answer that. It was 
in the town of Berkeley, Calif. 

Mr. Woop. And is that as near to the meeting place as you will give us? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. The details, specific location of the meeting place, do you decline 
to give us the specific location of the meeting place where you met him? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. The occasion I met him was not a political meet- 
ing. It wasa social occasion .. . 

Mr. Russe... Dr. Oppenheimer, did you ever meet Steve Nelson at more than 
one place, or was it the same place all the time? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Two different places. 





*“In the Matter of J. Robert Oppenheimer,” transcript of hearing before Personnel 
Security Board, U.S. Atomic Energy Commission, p. 14. 

“Subversive Influence in the Educational Process,” pt. 9, Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, dated May 7 and 8, 1953, pp. 931, 984, 935. 
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Mr. RusseELL. Two different places? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. I met him only twice. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Only twice? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. 

Mr. Russeru. At two different places? 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes. 

Mr. Russe... A different place each time. 

Dr. OPPENHEIMER. Yes; both being social occasions.” 

Nelson’s persistent quest for information regarding scientific mat. 
ters was disclosed by the testimony of Louis Rosser on December 1, 
1953, before the House Committee on Un-American Activities, Ros. 
ser spent a year at the University of California at Los Angeles, He 
had been a member of the Communist Party and the Y oung Com- 
munist League from 1932 to December 1944, and had held the follow. 
ing posts in the Young Communist League: literature agent, unit 
organizer, educational director for Los Angeles County, president for 
Los Angeles County, member of the State and National € ommittee, ag 
shown by documents he presented. Rosser testified that “Steve Nelson 
wanted to know from us the names of students that we had contacted 
during our activities in the Young Communist League who were 
studying to be scientists, who were studying to be chemists, mathe- 
maticians, and those connections we had with Cal Tech and go 
forth.” % 

Steve Nelson was also named as a “co-conspirator” in connection 
with a grand jury indictment charging “conspiracy to defraud” jn 
the filing of false non-Communist Taft- Hartley affidavits by Marie 
Haug, a leader of the United Electrical, Radio : and Machine Workers 
Union, her husband Fred, former president of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers Local 705 of Cleveland and a number of others.” 


SUBVERTING THE FOREIGN BORN 


Born at Chaglich, Yugoslavia on January 1, 1903 and entering this 
country illegally on June 12, 1920, Steve Nelson was not content with 
his own record of law viol: ation, ‘passport fraud and anti-American 
activity. Instead, he played an active part in the Communist drive to 
influence foreign born groups to follow his own revolutionary ex- 
ample, to betray the country of their adoption. 

It should be recognized at the outset that the Communist Party con- 
siders the foreign born as flammable tinder for its revolutionary 
purposes. Speaking at the 8th convention of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., in 1934, F. Brown, also known as Maurio Alpi, F. Marini, 
an agent of the Communist International within the United States, 
declared : 


We see, therefore, that the foreign born workers constitute a revolutionary 
factor of the utmost importance * * *, At the Extraordinary Party Conference 
we laid emphasis on the following t tasks : To apply more energetically the united 
front tactic to win over the masses of foreign born workers. At that time, in out- 
lining the task of the party among the foreign born masses, we were guided by the 
general aim of the party to win the majority of the workers for the revolutionary 
class struggle.’ 


7 Hearings Regarding Communist Infiltration of Radiation Laboratory and Atomic Bomb 
Project at the Unive ef of California, Berkeley, Calif., House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, vol. 1, pp. 356, 364, and 265. 

% “Investigation of Communist Activities in the San Francisco Area,” pt. 1, House 
Commiteee on Un-American Activities, pp. 3057, 3058, 3089. 

” Daily Worker, Jan. 25, 1957, p. 1. 

1Communist (magazine), July 1943, p. 701. 
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In 1945 Steve Nelson earned a prompt reward for another evidence 
of his devotion to the line of international communism, At that time, 

Earl Browder, general secretary of the Communist Party, USS.A., hi ud 
fallen into the bad graces of his Moscow superiors, ‘had been de- 
nounced in the international Communist press by Jacques Duclos, 
French Communist leader, and had been summarily removed from 
his leadership post in the American organization in July 1945. The 
Communist Party leaders feared that Browder might rally among 
the foreign born a powerful opposition to his remov al. It was deemed 
desirable that a party leader with some influence among foreign born 
groups and yet fully loyal to Moscow, sound off against Browder. 
Nelson was an ideal choice. He returned from the 1 1945 national con- 
vention to the Alameda district and explained to his followers that 
“he had been wrong in subscribing to Browder’s ideas that Commu- 
nists could cooperate successfully with a capitalist government” and 
that it was a mistake to have deviated from “the true Marxist-Lenin- 
ist line of revolution.” Shortly thereafter he was recalled to New 
York where, in addition to his duties as a member of the National 
Board (Politbureau), he was elevated to the position of chairman of 
the Nationality Groups Commission of the party.” 

Matthew Cvetic, a member of the national commission while he was 
an undercover agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified 
on February 21, 1950, before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities on this matter: 

Mr. TAVENNER. During the years that you spent in the Communist Party, how 
long did you know Steve Nelson, and how well did you know him? 

Mr. Cvetic. I first met Steve after the national convention of the Communist 
Party in 1945, when he was assigned to direct the nationality commission of the 
Communist Party, U.S.A. Until August of 1948 I met periodically—and when I 
say periodically, that would be when Steve Nelson would call a meeting of the 
nationality commission and invite me as a member of the Slovene commission— 
with Nelson in New York and Pittsburgh, either at meetings of the nationality 
commission, or I met with him personally to discuss my work as secretary of the 
Slovene commission. (p. 1254). 

Mr. TAVENNER. Can you give us the names of the officers and members of the 
nationality commission of the Communist Party; that is, the commission that 
functioned on a national level? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. These are members with whom I have attended meetings: 
“Avrom Landy was chairman from 1944, when I first joined, until the national 
convention of the Communist Party in 1945. After the national convention of the 
Communist Party in 1945, Steve Nelson, who returned from the west coast, was 
made chairman and served from July 1945 until August 1948.” (p. 1209).° 


Cvetic also outlined the importance of Nelson’s new functions, oper- 
ating at the Communist Party center in New York City. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Will you tell us a little more in detail what was discussed at 
the nationality commission meetings, and what functions the commission per- 
formed? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes; I will be glad to do that. While I was a member of this na- 
tionality commission, meetings were called when there were party-line changes 
which had to be taken into nationality work by this commission. 

Nationality commission meetings were also called when there were functions 
into which the Communist Party wanted to carry the Communist Party line. 
Meetings were also called to plan and direct the work of the Communist Party 





28tephen Mesarosh, also known as Steve Nelson et al. v. United States of America, on 
writ of certiorari to the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, brief for 
the United States, p. 38. 

3“Exposé of the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania,” House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, February-March, 1950. 
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members in the front organizations, the Language Press, fraternal organiza 
trade unions, and other mass organizations in which they had an interest. 

Mr. TAVEN NER. Do you mean the instructions which Communists received in 
Communist front organizations had their origin in this commission? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is correct.‘ 

On June 21, 1947, Cvetic attended a meeting of the National Groups 
Commission. This gathering was surrounded by the utmost secrecy 
for it was attended by Dr. Slavko Zore, Chargé d’Affaires of the Yq. 
goslav Embassy. It has usually been an accepted rule that members 
of the open Communist Party do not meet with official representatives 
of Communist states. This meeting was a clear violation of diplo. 
matic procedure and convention. Precautionary measures were made 
necessary by the exceptional situation. Mr. Cvetic tells the story; 


Mr. TAVENNER. Did you attend a meeting on June 21, 1947, in room 208 of the 
Hotel Lincoln in New York City? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes; I did. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What instructions did you receive with regard to the meeting? 

Mr. Cvetic. * * * Steve Nelson sent instructions that I should come to New 
York to attend this meeting. I went to New York. My instructions were to go 
to the Yugoslav Home there. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where was the meeting to be held, and how did you learn 
where it was to be held? 

Mr. Cvetic. When I arrived at the Yugoslav Home—— 

Mr. TAVENNER. That is located at 405 West Thirty-first Street? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes. When I arrived there, I was met by Pete Vukcevich. He 
told me to keep the FBI off the trail, we were all going to this meeting place 
separately. He escorted me to the Hotel Lincoln and to room 208, where the 
meéting was held.® 


tions, 


At this meeting and in the presence of the Yugoslav plenipoten- 
tiary, Nelson gave a report criticizing “Browderism.” Zore supple- 
mented Nelson’s remarks with the warning that those who had not 
rid themselves of Browderism, were guilty of nationalism. He re- 
minded commission members that “they must work as Communists 
first and as Americans second.” ® 

In his testimony before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Mr. Cvetic recited the names of those who attended this 
meeting, and the Communist language sections they represented. 


Mr. Cvetic. Steve Nelson, who was at that time chairman of the nationality 
commission of the Communist Party, USA; Leo Bacich, representative of the 
Croatian section of the Communist Party; Harry Justiz, representative of the 
Croatian section of the Communist Party; George Pirinsky, representative of 
the Macedonian section; Tony Gerlach, Sr., representative of the Croatian sec- 
tion of the Communist Party; Leo Fisher, representative of the Croatian section 
of the Communist Party ; myself as representative of the Slovenian section of the 
Communist Party; Daisy Lolich, representative of the Serbian section of the 
Communist Party; and a representative of the Croatian section of the Commu- 
nist Party of Canada by the name of Yardish.’ 


Decisions were made at the June 21, 1947, meeting headed by Steve 
Nelson, which affected various Communist front organizations oper- 
ating among foreign language groups, namely the American Slav 


© 


Congress, the United Committee of South Slavic Americans, the 
American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, and the American Associ- 


4 Ibid., p. 1207. 

5 Ibid., p. 1210. 

6 Stenhen Mesarosh, also known as Steve Nelson, et al., v. United States of America, on 
writ of certiorari to the U.S. Court of Appeals, brief for the United States, pp. 38, 39. 

7“Exposé of the Communist Party of western Pennsylvania, Testimony of Matthew 
Cvetic,’”” House Committee on Un-American Activities, 1950, pp. 1210 and 1211. 
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ation for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia. Mr. Cvetic, who was actually 
present, testified as to what occurred : 


Mr. TaveENNER. Tell us exactly what took place at this meeting. 

Mr. Cvetic. This meeting was called by Steve Nelson for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the work of the nationality commission and the various nationality 
groups. (p.1211) * * * fh ies / 5 : 

Mr. Cvetic. Following the discussion, Steve Nelson proposed the following 
conclusions, which were accepted by those in attendance: 

First, the American Slav Congress should be the Communist Party’s top or- 
ganization in the United States, and it will continue to work as a mass 
organization. 

Second, Leo Fisher, Daisy Lolich, and myself are assigned to be responsible 
for the work of the United Committee of South Slavic Americans in Pittsburgh ; 
and Leo Bacich and Harry Justiz are to assume that committee’s responsibility 
in New York. ; 

Upon Leo Fisher’s opposition to the above conclusion, and that was in regard 
to himself, it was decided he should assume responsibility for the United Com- 
mittee’s work in Pittsburgh only until Anthony Minerich’s return from 
Yugoslavia. 

The third conclusion was that the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief 
and the American Association for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia will continue on 
the present basis. 

Just prior to the adjournment of this meeting, the Canadian representative, 
Yardish, proposed that an organization somewhat akin to Amtorg be set up to 
handle transactions for machinery and so forth for Yugoslavia. No decision was 
made concerning this suggestion, although it was mentioned that Harry Justiz 
should devote some of his own time to the consideration of same. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:30 a.m. June 22, 1947. After the 
meeting Dr. Zore met with Steve Nelson and sharply criticized him for not 
exerting better discipline among the members of the nationality commission. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr Cvetic, you have testified that Steve Nelson advised that 
the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief and the American Association for 
Reconstruction in Yugoslavia would continue on the present basis. Were these 
two organizations completely controlled by the Communist Party, United States 
of America ? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. While we had many non-Communists fronting in these or- 
ganizations the policy for these organizations was discussed and decided upon 
at meetings of the nationality commission of the Communist Party, United 
States of America (pages 1216, 1217) .° 


Nelson’s activity among Americans of Yugoslav descent was af- 
fected by the rift between Marshal Tito and the Cominform in 1948. 
This rift had serious repercussions in the ranks of Yugoslav elements 
within the Communist Party. Again Nelson was selected to defend 
the interests of international communism. Cvetic testified that he 
was present at a meeting in Pittsburgh at which Nelson declared, 
“We must fight against Titoism wherever it rears its ugly head.” He 
threatened that anyone who did not follow the line of the Cominform 
would be expelled from the Communist Party.” ® 

Cvetic described how Communist Party decisions were transmitted 
through Communist channels to the American Slav Congress and 
ultimately became policy in the latter organization. 

Nelson played a vital role in this process. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Within the offices of the American Slav Congress was there a 
Communist Party cell that met independently of the executive committee of the 
American Slav Congress, and which dictated the policies to any extent of the 
American Slav Congress? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. The policy that the Communist Party carried into the 
American Slav Congress was handed down by the head of the nationality com- 





® Thid. 
® Tbid., p. 1217. 
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mission of the Communist Party. This person, while I was a member of the 
nationality commission, was either Avrom Landy, Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson 
or George Pirinsky. It was handed down first from one of these national figures 
to the national nationality commission, then to the local nationality commis. 
sions, and from there it was taken to the executive committee meetings of the 
American Slav Congress, both on a national and local level.” 


Cvetic also outlined how one Communist front was called upon to 
aid another in the foreign language field. In this case Steve Nelson 
solicited financial assistance for the Communist foreign language 
press from Sam Milgrom, executive secretary of the International 
Workers Order, a fraternal organization containing a number of for. 
eign language sections, which on December 4, 1947, was cited as sub. 

. N 
versive by the Attorney General. 


Mr. TAvENNER. Has that organization (the International Workers Order) 
aided in a financial way any of the operations of the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Cvetic. One way that they do help is by taking large space ads in the 
Communist Party-controlled newspapers. Another way is, when there are pub- 
lications for any conventions or conferences they take large ads in those pub- 
lications. 

Once when I was ready to go to New York to attend a meeting of the Nation. 
ality Commission, I met with Steve Nelson in Pittsburgh the day before I left, 
and he said to me: “When you get to New York get hold of Sam Milgrom and 
ask him if he can let you have a thousand dollars, that we need it down here.” 

When I got to New York I mentioned it to Sam Milgrom, who is an officer 
of the IWO, and he said he would take it up, but he didn’t give me the money, 
Whether the money got to Pittsburgh or not, I don’t know. : 

Mr. TAVENNER. What position did Sam Milgrom hold in the IWO? 

Mr. Cvetic. I don’t know his exact position, but he worked in the offices of 
the IWO in New York. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Is he a Communist Party member? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I attended Communist Party meetings with Sam Milgrom, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, information is in the files of this committee that 
the Sam Milgrom just mentioned by Mr. Cvetic was arrested in June 1932 on a 
warrant issued by the Secretary of Labor. A warrant of deportation was issued, 
as amended, on August 29, 1935, to provide for the deportation of this individual 
to the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union has never authorized the return of this 
individual, and he remains in this country as a registered alien.” 


The International Workers Order was referred to by former Attor- 
ney General Francis Biddle as “one of the strongest Communist 
organizations.” Ostensibly operating as a fraternal and insurance 
organization among the foreign born, its actual purpose, as well as 
Nelson’s role in its operations, is shown by witness Cvetic. He 
testified : 


* * * the International Workers Order, which was set up by the Communist 
Party, was an out-and-out Communist organization whose activities at all times 
were directed by the nationality commission of the Communist Party of the 
United States. The organizers and officers of the International Workers Order 
with whom I came in contact were, for the most part, alien Soviet agents who 
toured the country ostensibly on legitimate insurance business, but actually to 
earry the Communist Party line into the various nationality groups through- 
out the country. This work was at all times under the direction of Sam Mil- 
grom, Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson, or Al Landy. The IWO was one of the 
principal places of refuge for alien Soviet agents. It was utilized as a propa- 
ganda arm of the Communist International, utilized as a money-raising organ- 
ization, and also utilized to influence some of the minority groups along the 
Communist Party line.” 


10 Ibid., p. 1222. 
11 Tbid., p. 1230. 
14Testimony of Matthew Cvetic, Feb. 7, 1952, before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee entitled “Espionage Activities of Personnel Attached to Embassies and 
Consulates under Soviet Domination in the United States,” p. 42 
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POISON ON THE AIR WAVES 


The American Slav Congress of Western Pennsylvania initiated a 
radio program under the deceptive title “Keep America Free.” This 
was controlled by Steve Nelson and his fellow Communists. Let Mr. 
Cvetic relate how this was accomplished : 


Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Cvetic, are you acquainted with radio station WLOA in 
Braddock, Pa.? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes; I am. 

Mr. TavENNER. Tell us what you know about that station in regard to the use 
of Communist propaganda in the last few years. 

Mr. Cvetic. While I was a member of the executive committee of the Amer- 
ican Slav Congress, I met with Roy Hudson and George Wuchinich at the 
YMCA in downtown Pittsburgh, and at Tambillini’s Restaurant on Fourth 
Avenue, to discuss a radio program for the American Slav Congress of West- 
ern Pennsylvania. At that time Roy Hudson was district organizer for the 
Communist Party. 

As a result of these meetings, we decided to initiate a program in the name 
of the American Slav Congress of Western Pennsylvania at radio station KQV. 
However, radio station KQV rejected our program and, after meeting with Cal- 
vin Brook, who is also a member of the Communist Party, we were able to ob- 
tain the facilities of radio station WLOA in Braddock because Calvin Brook 
had what he said was a good contact out there and made the arrangements 
for us. 

Mr. TAVENNER. When you say “for us,’ what group are you referring to? 

Mr. Cvetic. I am referring to the American Slav Congress, but actually the 
program was organized by the Communist Party. The people who initiated the 
program were Roy Hudson, George Wuchinich, and myself. We were all Com- 
munist Party members at the time. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Tell us what happened. 

Mr. Cvetic. Mr. Matta having agreed to accept our program, broadcasts were 
immediately initiated in the name of “Keep America Free,” the program of the 
American Slav Congress of Western Pennsylvania * * * George Wuchinich was 
the master of ceremonies of this broadcast. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the type of the usual program? 

Mr. Cvetic. The program usually dealt with some political topic, and the 
treatment of the topic was usually discussed at meetings in the American Slav 
Congress office or at the YMCA or at Tambillini’s Restaurant, with Roy Hudson, 
the district organizer of the Communist Party, when he was there, and later 
with Steve Nelson when he became the district organizer of the Communist 
Party, George Wuchinich, and myself. We would sit down and discuss the con- 
tent of the program. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In other words, just as in the case of the usual front organi- 
zation, the policy and plans of this program were formed by the officers of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is right. Steve Nelson would come in the office of the Ameri- 
can Slav Congress and sometimes say, “The weekly program this week will be 
this.” We always followed the Communist Party line. I have the scripts with 
me and will submit them later to the committee. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was the script usually gone over by the officers of the Commu- 
nist Party at these meetings? 

Mr. Cvetic. The scripts in most cases were prepared by George Wuchinich, 
and after he prepared them we would call a meeting of Roy Hudson, George 
Wuchinich, and myself, when Roy was there, and when he was not there with 
Steve Nelson, and the three of us would go over the scripts * * *.* 


PENETRATING OUR BASIC INDUSTRIES 


In 1945, when victory over Adolf Hitler was assured, Joseph Stalin 
switched the international Communist line in the direction of hostility 
tothe United States. This was reflected in the American Communist 





“Exposé of the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania,’ House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, February-March 1950, pp. 1265, 1266. 
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Party with the removal of Ear] Browder as general secretary, at 
the CPUSA convention on July 26, 1945, and in the movement to con- 
centrate on the disruption of basic industries in the United States. 
America became Stalin’s Enemy No. 1, and our basic industries 
became target No. 1, with Steve Nelson as communism’s chosen 
instrument. Here is Cvetic’s testimony on the subject, as a former 
leading functionary of the Communist Party of western Pennsy]- 
vania: 


Mr. Cvetic. The national board of the Communist Party, at its 1945 convention, 
established western Pennsylvania as a steel concentration area. 

At this convention, western Pennsylvania was set up as one of the main ¢op- 
centration areas for Communist Party activity and infiltration of the steg} 
plants in that area. 

To carry out and facilitate the work of Communist Party members in western 
Pennsylvania, the Communist Party set up a steel commission within the frame 
work of the Communist Party, which met regularly to discuss the policy, the 
program, and the line of the Communist Party which was to be carried into the 
steel mills in that area. 

After the 1945 national convention of the Communist Party, this commission 
was headed by Roy Hudson, who was assigned as the district organizer jn 
western Pennsylvania. It met regularly, either in the office of the Communist 
Party in the Bakewell Building, or on the third floor of 440 Wood Street at 
that time. 

The key concentration areas at this time—and the way I ascertained these 
key concentration areas was through reports which were made at district 
committee meetings in western Pennsylvania—the key concentration points in 
1945 after the national convention of that year were: Homestead; Braddock; 
Duquesne; McKeesport, and surrounding communities; the Crucible Steel Co, 
in Lawrenceville; and the J. & L. plants in South Side and Hazelwood. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. By J. & L. do you mean Jones & Laughlin? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. The plants in Homestead, Braddock, McKeesport, and Du- 
quesne are plants of the United States Steel Co. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was Similar work done in other points in the United States, 
of which this is a sample? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I know we have had quite a concentration in Gary and 
other cities, but western Pennsylvania was picked out in the United States as 
the concentration area. 

Mr. TaveENNER. And the program followed there, with which you are familiar, 
was the general program adopted by the Communist Party in such matters? 

Mr. Cveric. That is right. That was hammered out at the national conven- 
tion of the Communist Party in 1945. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Proceed. 

Mr. Cvetic. In August 1948, the district office of the Communist Party of 
western Pennsylvania, through its organizer Roy Hudson, called a meeting of 
the district committee of the Communist Party. This meeting, which I attended 
as a leading functionary of the Communist Party in western Pennsylvania, was 
held in the lecture room of the North Side Carnegie Library. It was attended 
by approximately 110 members of the Communist Party who were either elected 
members of the district committee or leading party functionaries. Function- 
aries could be members of the nationality commission, members of steel com- 
mission, or any one of the commissioners that functioned. * * * 


* * * * oe * * 


Mr. Cvetic. * * * At this meeting I was speaking of, Henry Winston, a mem- 
ber of the national board of the Communist Party, made the main report on 
the second day of this 2-day conference. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was he a resident of western Pennsylvania, or was he brought 
in for this occasion? 

Mr. Cvetic. He was brought in for this occasion. 

Mr. TAVENNER. From where? 

Mr. Cvetic. New York. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Proceed. 

Mr. Cvetic. In this report, Henry Winston stressed the importance of western 
Pennsylvania as a strategic and focal point in our struggle to bring socialism to 
the United States, because the basic industries are located in Pittsburgh. 
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Mr. WaLtTeR. Did you hear anyone, at any of those meetings, advocate the 
overthrow of the Government by force and violence? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I will give quotes as we go along. I want to give direct 
quotations. 

At this meeting Henry Winston stated— 

“The national board recognizes the importance of western Pennsylvania be- 
cause the basic industries are located here—steel, mining, and electrical. If 
we want to bring socialism to the United States we must first build the party 
in these basic industries. The national board considers this area so important 
in the national struggle that it is sending one of its best organizers here, Steve 
Nelson, to replace Roy Hudson. The national board also is sending Steve Nelson 
here because United States Steel is located here, and we must build the party in 
United States Steel and other steel plants in western Pennsylvania. We must 
carry the program of the Communist Party to the workers in the steel mills, 
in the mines, and in the shops.” 

Then he closed by asking the members present at this meeting to accept Steve 
Nelson as their new organizer. 

Roy Hudson spoke up and accepted the decisions of the national board. The 
district committee then voted unanimously to accept the decisions of the national 
board * * *.” 


As a result of Nelson’s efforts, Cvetic testified, a group of 8 or 1U 
Communist Party members at the Crucible Steel Co. was able to gain 
control of a union of 2,800 members. Cvetic named the following 
Communist Party organizers at various steel plants: Alex Stabor at 
the J. & L. plant, Elmer Kish at Homestead Steel, and Tony Salopek 
at Carnegie Steel.1* Mr. Cvetic stated that Nelson reassigned Com- 
munist Party organizers in the electrical industry after coming to 
Pittsburgh.* His agents were scattered through the coal and the 
hotel and restaurant industries of western Pennsylvania. 

Further testimony by Cvetic on Nelson’s keen interest in Penn- 
sylvania’s electrical industry, follows : 


Mr. Cvetic. * * * I attended meetings of the electrical commission where 
Tom Fitzpatrick got his instructions from Steve Nelson, who was sent there in 
1948 for the specific purpose of taking over control of the Communist Party 
members operating in the UE. 

I attended a meeting and Tom Fitzpatrick was there at 440 Wood Street, on 
the third floor, where Steve Nelson himself told everyone present that he is 
assigning himself, on orders of the national office, to the East Pittsburgh area, 
because the Communist Party considers Pittsburgh the most strategic section 
of this area because of its basic industry out there.” 


Cvetic’s testimony is supplemented by Harry Alan Sherman, a well 
known Pittsburgh labor attorney, representing Americans Battling 
Communism : 


Mr. SHERMAN. * * * Now, there are a number of functionaries. The Serbian 
branch of the Communist Party was deliberately fixed in the Turtle Creek 
Valley. The Turtle Creek Valley is the pool of Westinghouse industries, all of 
the affiliated industries of Westinghouse are in the Turtle Creek Valley. The 
Turtle Creek Valley was assigned by Steve Nelson to himself as the field of 
operation in 1948, when he first came in here, preparatory to military invasion 
of the United States. 

He was taking complete charge of operation sabotage in the Turtle Creek 
Valley, with a professed number of 70 saboteurs assigned under him, to himself, 
in that area. The Serbian Progressive Club of Wilmerding was the head- 
quarters for many years of the Communist Party for infiltrating the Westing- 
house industries in the Turtle Creek Valley.” 


4 Thid., pp. 1241, 1242. 

% Ibid., pp. 1243, 1245. 

6 Ibid., p. 1246. 

1” Hearings before the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, Nov. 12, 1953, entitled 
“Subversive Influence in the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America, 
a and Erie, Pa.,” p. 153. 

oo PD. 28. 
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MANIPULATING COMMUNIST FRONTS 


The American public has little conception of how effectively the 
comparatively obscure Yugoslav-born Steve Nelson pulled the strings 
from behind the scenes in connection with the operation of organiza- 
tions which appear under various guises in the public press. We 
have already described his activities in connection with the Amer. 
ican Slav Congress, the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, 
the American Association for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia, which 
successfully inveigled a host of non-Communist sponsors and sup- 
porters. 

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 


On July 26, 1957, the Subversive Activities Control Board found 
the Civil Rights Congress to be a Communist-front organization, 
“operated for the purpose of giving aid and support to the party,” 
Nationally the organization had raised and utilized in excess of $1 
million for legal defense and bail for Communist Party leaders and 
members.’ The organization was subsequently dissolved. 


HOW THE SUCKERS WERE ROPED IN 


Matthew Cvetic was assigned to help organize the Pittsburgh Civil 
Rights Comnfittee in July 1947, and served on its finance committee 
as well as its board for the western Pennsylvania district.2° His testi- 
mony before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1950 
is therefore firsthand. We will let him tell the story of how the 
suckers were roped in by Steve Nelson and his associates: 


Mr. Harrison. How do you get the names to organize the fronts? 

Mr. Cvetic. Steve Nelson or Roy Hudson would make a list of people to in- 
vite. We would call them up or visit them and represent ourselves as citizens 
committees. You can go to anybody and tell them you are starting a peace cam- 
paign; everybody is for peace. We would sit down and say: “Let’s make a list 
of names.” We would set up a peace committee against the war makers. A 
person who may be unsuspecting and who doesn’t know the real program will 
lend his name to a peace movement. If you set yourself up good before you 
visit him and know a little bit about him, you know how to talk to him. You are 
taught this in party discussions. You don’t just walk up to this reverend or 
this doctor. You find out what to tell them. We even decide who should visit 
bim to vet the best results.” 

Mr. TAVENNER. I hand you a form letter dated September 20, 1948, over the 
signatures of Thomas Quinn, chairman, and Theresa Turner, executive secre 
tary, Pittsburgh Civil Rights Congress, sent as an appeal for defense funds for 
the 12 indicted as Communist leaders in New York, which I desire to introduce 
in evidence as “Cvetic Exhibit No. 35.” 

Mr. Woop. Is it addressed to any particular person? 

Mr. TAVENNER. NO, sir. 

At the bottom of that letter appears a list of sponsors. Will you examine 
that list of sponsors and state which of them are known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party, if any? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. First I would like to say that this letter was drawn up 
at the instructions of Steve Nelson to Theresa Turner and to myself. I helped 
to draw up this letter at the instructions of Steve Nelson. The list of sponsors 
was also suggested by Steve Nelson, that they be contacted, and Theresa Turner 
and myself contacted these sponsors. * * *™ 


19 Subversive Activities Control Board, docket No. 106-53, Herbert Brownell, Jr., Attor- 
ney General of the United States, Petitioner v. Civil Rights Congress, Respondent, report 
and order of the Board, pp. 56, 57. 

 Thid.. appendix, p. 1. 

21 See footnote 21, p. 681. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. There were also included in the Civil Rights Congress files 
rather worn pages of names with a note on the face which reads: “Important: 
For contacting ; Contributions ; ete.” 

* * * * ” * * 


Mr. Harrison. You mean these are people you wanted to get to contribute, 
put it doesn’t necessarily mean they contributed? 

Mr. Water. Some did contribute, and I notice some are clergymen. 

Mr. Cveric. I will explain the list and the reasons for the list without men- 
tioning names. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you examine the list and explain what the purpose of it 
was and how it was used? 

Mr. Cvetic. This is a list of professional people, trade-union leaders, clergy- 
men, trade unions, and other organizations. It is a list that was used by the 
Civil Rights Congress for the purpose of contacting them and trying to involve 
them in the work of the Civil Rights Congress. This particular list was spe- 
cifically prepared for the May 27, 1948, Civil Rights Congress public hearings 
that we talked about. 

These names would be divided among the active members of the Civil Rights 
Congress for the purpose of contacting the professional people and others listed 
in an effort to get them to attend the meetings or get a contribution from them 
for the defense fund. 

Mr. Harrison. Does that list show from which persons they were able to get 
a contribution or endorsement? 

Mr. Cvetic. I see several people we were able to involve as contributors or 
sponsors, and people who have even become officers of the Civil Rights Congress, 
put several are not members of the Communist Party and I would rather not 
mention their names, 

Mr. TAVENNER. I think it would be well to ask the witness if he can identify 
any names on that list who are known to him to be members of the Communist 
Party and who have not already been identified by him. 

Mr. Cvetic. I would say from the list as I see it here, I have already identified 
the names mentioned who are Communist Party members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In other words, that was the list that was used in order to 
raise funds, or where they hoped to raise funds? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. As I said before, we had these meetings of Communist 
Party leaders, Roy Hudson, Steve Nelson, and William Albertson. At the time 
of this particular list Hudson was in Pittsburgh. People would be asked to 
call on these individuals and try to get them to attend the meetings or get 
contributions from them. Usually when we prepared these lists they were non- 
Communists. 

Mr. WALTER. In other words, a typical sucker list? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I didn’t want to use that word, Congressman. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Where did you get the names? 

Mr. Cvetic. We had files of people we thought could be involved. The files 
would be gone over and Steve Nelson would say, “Reverend so-and-so must be 
contacted. Who can see him?’ Or, “Doctor so-and-so must be contacted. In 
the past he made a contribution.” Then someone would be assigned to see them. 
I would be assigned 5 or 10 people.” 


HANDPICKING THE OFFICERS 


In the course of his testimony, Witness Cvetic described how Steve 
Nelson and his cronies handpicked the officers of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress with scant regard for the civil rights they professed to advocate: 


Mr. TAVENNER. I desire to offer in evidence at this time a document from the 
Civil Rights Congress files entitled “Tentative Slate of Officers for Nominations 
Committee” and ask that it be marked “Cvetic Exhibit No. 32.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you examine that exhibit and see if you can identify the 
persons whose names appear thereon as members of the Communist Party, that 
is, persons known to you to be members of the Communist Party? 





2“PExposé of the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania, Testimony of Matthew 
Cvetic,” House Committee on Un-American Activities, 1950, pp. 1294, 1299, 1305, 1306. 
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Mr. Cvetic. Yes. This particular tentative slate of officers was selected at q | 


meeting between Steve Nelson, Communist Party organizer in western Pennsy]. 
vania, Theresa Turner, Communist Party member and executive secretary og 
the Civil Rights Congress, and myself, in the office of the American Slay Con. 
gress * * * 

This concludes the tentative slate of officers picked to be presented at an Octo. 
ber 16, 1948, conference, picked by Steve Nelson, Theresa Turner, and myself to 
be presented at this conference. * * * 


After discussion with Steve Nelson it was decided that Miriam 
Schultz would be relieved of responsibility as executive secretary, and 
we proposed the name of Theresa Turner, with the approval of Steye 
Nelson, as the new executive secretary, and at this meeting Miriam 
Schultz resigned. 


Mr. TAvVENNER. In other words, Steve Nelson and his Communist associates 
dictated the change in position of executive secretary of this front organization) 
Mr. Cvetic. That is correct.~ 


POLICY MADE TO ORDER 


The Communist Party machine which Steve Nelson headed jn 
western Pennsylvania left no stone unturned in its arbitrary and 
authoritarian rule over its puppet, the Civil Rights Congress. This 
was demonstrated by Communist-drawn resolutions for the Civil 
Rights Congress conference on October 16, 1948, and directives for 
speakers. As an active participant, Cvetic testified as follows: 


Mr. TAVENNER. I now hand you a set of resolutions adopted at the Civil 
Rights Congress conference held on October 16, 1948, which I desire to offer in 
evidence as “Cvetic exhibit No, 37.” 

Mr. Woop. They will be admitted. 

Mr, TAVENNER. Will you examine that exhibit and state, if you know, who 
was the author of those resolutions? 

Mr. CveTic. These resolutions were prepared by Theresa Turner in the office 
of the American Slav Congress on instructions from Steve Nelson, Communist 
Party organizer for western Pennsylvania. The actual technical work on these 
resolutions was done in the office of the American Slav Congress. I was there 
at the time the work was done on these resolutions. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The Civil Rights Congress files also contain a document enti- 
tled “Suggestions for Speakers—Preparation for Civil Rights Conference—Oc- 
tober 16, 1948.” I desire to offer this document in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Cvetic exhibit No. 38.” 

Mr. Woop. It will be admitted. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know who prepared these suggestions? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. These suggestions were prepared by Miriam Schultz, who 
met with Bill Albertson, Steve Nelson, Theresa Turner, and myself to discuss 
the suggestions. Some of the particular phases of this document, for example, 
“Some significant dates and events in recent history,” the significance was to 
compare events in Germany with events in this country. For example: 

A. Feb. 1, 1933: President von Hindenburg of Germany, the “lesser evil” 
whom “middle-of-the-road” and “Socialists” had united to elect, names Adolf 
Hitler as Chancellor of Germany. General elections to be held March 5, a little 
over a month later. 

B. Feb. 27, 1933: 1. 9:30 p.m. “The Reichstag is on fire!” A shocked popv- 
lace pours into the streets of Berlin. Elections are six days off. Nazi Party 
cannot hope to win a majority of the votes. 

It continues right on down to try to draw a comparison between the arrest of 
the Communist Party leaders here and what happened in Germany. The pur- 
pose is to try to show that what is happening in the United States is what hap- 
pened in Germany in 1933. It continues all the way down. We have: 

May 2, 1933: Two months later, German trade-unions occupied by Nazi storm 
troopers. 


™Tbid., pp. 1296, 1297. 
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They are trying to draw the comparison that the same thing is happening 
here, that the Government is trying to take over the trade-unions and will take 
them over if fascism comes here ; and so on. 

ere is the comparison : im ad 

aly 20, 1948: 12 leaders Communist Party indicted for “advocating” and 
“teaching” Marxism-Leninism. Grand jury sitting 13 months could find no 
evidence to base indictments on overt acts. Attorney General Tom Clark of 
Texas to press indictments speedily as possible; plea for postponement of trials 
till after elections to prevent preelection hysteria, and time for attorneys to pre- 

re case, denied. ae 
"And so on. Then it gives the names of people protesting the indictments of 

e 12. ne gt 
OME TAVENNER. Those were suggestions made to the Civil Rights Congress by 

i De +9 
the Communist Party? Ran 

Mr. Cvetic. By the Communist Party; that is right. For example, to bring 
in the so-called “growing purge list of Tom Clark’s Department of Justice” 
and “intimidation of many thousands of foreign-born.” * 


SKULDUGGERY ON THE POLITICAL FRONT 


In 1948 the Progressive Party of Pennsylvania polled 38,157 votes 
for Henry A. Wallace for President. The Communist Party itself 
had no presidential candidate in the field. How did Steve Nelson 
and his associates manage to exercise an influence far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party into the political life of the State? 
Cvetic unfolds the story in his testimony : 


Mr. TAVENNER. You stated there was a political commission that endeavored 
to determine the policy of the Progressive Party ? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is correct. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Who were the members of that political commission? 

Mr. Cvetic. I mentioned Dave Grant and Steve Nelson, who headed this 
commission at one time. In addition to them, Alex Wright, who is now director 
of the Progressive Party in Pittsburgh, was head of this commission. George 
Wuchinich was a member of this commission. Milo Mamula was a member of 
this commission. M. Y. Stinberg was also a member of this commission. Pearl 
Griffin, who is working now as secretary in the Progressive Party office in 
Pittsburgh, was a member of this commission. These are some of the members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did the members of that political commission receive instruc- 
tions from any source as to their connection with the Progressive Party? 

Mr. Cvetic. At meetings of the district committee of the Communist Party, 
the Progressive Party, once it was organized, was always on the agenda, and 
blanket instructions were issued to all Communist Party members to join the 
Progressive Party. Then, when the Progressive Party was organized, the line 
was at that time, and is still at the present time, that the Progressive Party 
is one of our big concentration points.™ 


According to Cvetic, “the Communist Party did concentrate on, and 
in western Pennsylvania took control of, the Progressive Party.” * 


UNDERGROUND ACTIVITIES 


While serving as a Communist organizer for western Pennsylvania, 
Nelson did not for a moment forget his Lenin School training in 
clandestine activity intended to safeguard the conspiracy which calls 
itself the Communist Party, USA. The following examples show 
that his schooling had not been lost: 

Mr. TavenNER. Mr. Cvetic, you referred also the name of George Wuchinich. 


Do you know him as a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Cvetic. Yes. 





* Tbid., pp. 1301, 1302. 
* Tbid., pp. 1234, 1235. 
* Ibid., p. 1824. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. How do you know that? 

Mr. Cvetic. Three or four years ago I was visiting in New York with George 
Wuchinich, and we met with Steve Nelson to discuss policy regarding the Ameri. 
can Slav Congress. We took a walk with Steve Nelson, and in the course of 
the conversation Steve Nelson told George Wuchinich that he should be a mem. 
ber of the Communist Party, and after a little talk between Steve and George 
and myself, George Wuchinich asked Steve Nelson how he could join. 
“Well,” Steve said, “You should be one of the members at large because of 
your importance, and not a card-carrying member.” He said, “As a matter of 
fact, even Matt here should not know you are a member of the party. So from 
now on you will be a Communist Party member, but keep it to yourself, Only 
the three of us will know.” * 


Nelson also took it upon himself to advise party members on their 
behavior before congressional investigating committees. 


Mr. Cvetic. * * * I attended at least two meetings which were called in Pitts. 
burgh by Steve Nelson where the question of what the members of the Commy. 
nist Party who were summoned before this committee were to answer in reply 
to the question, “Are you a member of the Communist Party?” 
Mr. WALTER. Did they receive legal advice at these meetings? 

Mr. Cvretio. Yes * * *. 

Mr. Cvetic. These meetings, as I testified before, were called on instructions 
of Steve Nelson. At one meeting I attended, in addition to the attorneys, Leo 
Fisher was present, George Wuchinich, Frank Borich, and myself. After a dis. 
cussion during which different opinions were advanced by those present, the 
decision reached—and this was in discussion with the attorneys—the decision 
reached was that in answer to the question, “Are you a member of the Com. 
munist Party?’ which they expected would be asked by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, they should refuse to answer on the basis it is a 
violation of the first and fifth amendments to the Constitution. 

Mr. TAVENNER. So it became a part of the party line to advise witnesses sub- 
penaed before this committee not to answer? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is correct.” 


As a conspiratorial organization, the Communist Party prepared 
itself for any possible attack by the Government. It was Nelson’s job 
as an expert in clandestine operations to warn the party leaders in 
Pennsylvania on their tasks in an emergency. 


Mr. TAVENNER. Did you ever have a discussion with Steve Nelson, or did you 
hear in a conference Steve Nelson say anything regarding the leadership of the 
Communist Party in the Western District of Pennsylvania in the event he was 
not available for continued leadership? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes. I would like to report on a meeting I attended late last 
summer at 943 Liberty Avenue which Steve Nelson addressed. The particular 
meeting dealt with the Communist Party leadership. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by Steve Nelson, who is the district organizer at the present time for 
the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania. 

At this meeting Steve Nelson stressed the importance, to the leading party 
functionaries who were present at this meeting, that all of us should be prepared 
to assume leadership if and when any of the leaders of the Communist Party 
are deposed by any means. He elaborated on this by calling attention that we 
don’t know when any of us may be in concentration camps, and he used such 
terms as the party leadership might be “decapitated” and we should be prepared 
to assume leadership if anyone is removed, and if an emergency situation should 
arise we should all be prepared to assume leadership in the party.” 


So important were the illegal and underground aspects of the Com- 


munist Party’s work that they were the subject of special meetings 
of Communist leaders under Nelson’s direction, in which meetings 


% Thid., p. 1223. 
# Tbid., p. 1247. 
% Ibid., pp. 1340, 1341 
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Cretic participated. Cvetic outlined the precautionary measures 
undertaken, as follows: 


Mr. Cvetic. * * * . 

On the illegal aspects and plans for underground work of the Communist 
party, in 1948 and 1949, I participated in a series of meetings dealing with 
underground activity. These meetings were led and directed by Steve Nelson, 
who was, in the latter part of 1948, a district organizer of the Communist 
Party, and Bill Albertson, who was district secretary of the Communist Party 
for western Pennsylvania. Both Steve Nelson and Bill Albertson have since 
peen arrested by the FBI under the Smith Act. 

Senator WELKER. Did you testify in their cases, Matt? 

Mr. Cvetic. Yes; I did, Senator. 

Now, on the meetings: First, on a meeting in the Communist Party office, 
with Bill Albertson and Steve Nelson, on a discussion of party theory and 
practice with regard to this activity; quoted Bill Albertson—I sat in on a 
meeting— 

“Comrades, we are being subject to heavy attack by the enemy.” 


The “enemy” being the United States. 


“Our party leadership is being arrested, and we don’t know when the FBI 
may decide to raid our offices here or our printing plant, and we may lose our 
legal source of operations. Therefore, comrades, we are directing the comrades 
here to start looking around with a view to seeing what equipment, like multi- 
graph machines, offset presses, mimeograph machines, typewriters, or any of- 
fice machinery of that type, can be purchased by the Communist Party so that 
it can be set aside or put away in case the party is compelled to carry on 
illegally.” ” 


NELSON’S ANTI-UNITED STATES, PRO-SOVIET STAND 


As an organizer, espionage agent, political commissar, and teacher 
for the party, as one who has had considerable behind-the-scenes 
influence in our national life from coast to coast, Nelson’s views and 
his basic loyalties are a matter of some importance. These are sub- 
mitted from his own utterances as disclosed in testimony. 

As one of the Kremlin’s paratroopers within the United States, 
Nelson’s views on the party line in the event of war with the Soviet 
Union, are germane. Mr. Cvetic referred to a meeting held at the 
Jewish Cultural Center in Pittsburgh in January or February 1949, 
and addressed by Steve Nelson: 


Before I read this I also want to state here that last year I attended a meet- 
ing in the Jewish Cultural Center, located at 6328 Forbes Street in Pittsburgh. 
This meeting was called by the Communist Party in the district for the purpose 
of organizing the Sunday and Daily Worker drive. Steve Nelson, who is the 
district organizer of the Communist Party in western Pennsylvania, made a talk 
at this meeting, and he quoted this particular paragraph right out of the “His- 
tory of the Communist Party in the Soviet Union.” There were about 50 people 
at this meeting. I also reported to the FBI that this particular excerpt was read 
by Steve Nelson at this meeting, which was either in January or February of 
1949. I am going to quote, and this is right out of the book: 

“Tt was not to every kind of war that the Bolsheviks were opposed. They were 
only opposed to wars of conquest and imperialistic war. The Bolsheviks held 
that there were two kinds of war: (a) Just wars, wars that were not wars of 
conquest but wars of liberation waged to defend the people from foreign attack 
and from attempts to enslave them; or to liberate the people from capitalistic 
slavery ; or, lastly, to liberate colonies and defend countries from the yoke of im- 
perialism ; (b) unjust wars—” 

That is, the other kind of wars— 

“wars of conquest, waged to conquer and enslave foreign countries and foreign 
nations. Wars of the first kind the Bolsheviks supported.” 





”“Communist Underground Printing Facilities and Illegal Propaganda,” hearings before 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, July 10, 1953, pp. 329, 330. 
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That is, the just wars that they referred to— 

“As to wars of the second kind the Bolsheviks maintained that a re 
struggle must be waged against them to the point of revolution 
throw of one’s own imperialist government.” 

As a member of the Communist Party, I would take this to mean that if | 
was a Communist Party member in good standing and there was a war between 
the Soviet Union and the U.S. Government, which the Communist Party refers 
to here as an imperialist government, my job would be to wage a Struggle 
against my own Government to the point of overthrowing it. * * * 

Mr. TAVENNER. I would like to interrupt at this moment, Mr. Chairman, to 
refresh your recollection as to what was said by Steve Nelson when he was 
before this committee on June 8, 1949. This question was asked him by Mr. 
Moulder: 

“Mr. Nelson, in the event of war between the United States and Russia, to 
which country would you Owe your allegiance and loyalty in such conflict? 

“Mr. NELSON. I refuse to answer that question.” ” 


With particular reference to the Korean war, Mr. Cvetic placed in 
the record a copy of a letter addressed to Steve Nelson, as the organ. 
izer of the district 5, western Pennsylvania, of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., from the party’ s national office, dated July 7, 1950, which con- 
demned the alleged “open intervention of American i imperialism in 
Korea.” ** 

In his book, “The 13th Juror,” Nelson describes his trip through the 
steel area of Pennsylvania to Blawnox Prison, where he was confined 
for a period. “The smell of sulfur filled my nostrils,” he declared, 
“And I didn’t have to be told that the steel mills were w orking full 
blast—on Korean war orders, no getagl He went on to scoff at the 
thought that some teacher in the area might be telling the children 
“that we are fighting for ietineen oa freedom in Korea” (p. 13). 

Nelson’s complete and utter ruthlessness, in dealing with those 
whom he regarded as the enemies of communism, is disclosed in his 
frank report to a meeting of the North Side Section of the Communist 
Party in Pittsburgh, held at the Unitarian House in December 1949, 
These are Cvetic’s words: 


Solute 
and the Over. 


Mr. Cvetic. At this meeting in the Unitarian House, Steve Nelson made a 
report on our next tasks in China. There were about eight of us present, repre 
senting the various branches of the North Side Section of the Communist Party 
of Pittsburgh. And in the course of this meeting, Steve Nelson gave the four 
points which were the next to be carried out in China. 

Point 1 was, and I am quoting Steve Nelson: 

“Comrades, in 1950, we are going to have to liquidate 20 million people's 
enemies in China to solidify control there.” 

Point 2 was that— 

“We have to gain recognition.” 

Senator WELKER. That meant to you, if I may interrupt, that they had to kill 
20 million people to solidify their stand in China? 

Mr. Cvetic. That is right. They had to “liquidate for party reasons,” which 
is Communist for murder, 20 million people in China, 

The term “people’s enemies” is used by the Communist party to justify the 
murder of anyone who is considered a party’s enemy or who they feel it is 
expedient to exterminate to intimidate the rest of the population. So they all 
come under the heading of “People’s Enemies.” * * * * 


After the Chinese Communists took over mainland China, the line 
changed and of course Nelson dutifully echoed the change and passed 


3% “Exposé of the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania, Testimony of Matthew 
Cvetic,”’ House Committee on Un-American Activities, February-March 1950, pp. 1263- 
1265. 

31 Tbid., p. 3164. 

33“Communist Underground Printing Facilities and Illegal Propaganda,” Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee, March, April, June, July, 1953, p. 334. 
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on the directive to his subordinates. Quoting the line as he got it from 
Nelson, Cvetic recalls the following dictum: “Comrades, we have to 
set all the help in the way of equipment, machinery, tools, and sup- 
lies from the suckers in the United States for our new Communist 
covernment in China, because this will hasten the revolution on the 
United States.” * Ca oo 

As one who had done his ignoble part in supplying the Soviet 
Government with information to be used in efforts to destroy the 
country which gave him refuge, Nelson displayed considerable boast- 
fulness with regard to Russia’s mounting power. Mr. Cvetic gives 
some details. 

Mr. TaveNnerR. Have you at any time discussed with Nelson such subjects as 
Russia’s knowledge of atom secrets * * *? 

Mr. Cvetic. Well, I can quote Steve Nelson on the atom bomb, but insofar 
as the atom bomb secret, I always thought it was the better part of discretion 
not to ask any questions concerning espionage of the atom bomb. However, 
when President Truman announced that Russia had the atom bomb, I rode home 
with Steve Nelson after a meeting and he made the following statement to me, 
and I am quoting Steve Nelson; he said: ‘We have the atom bomb now and the 
enemy won’t be in such a God damned hurry to start a war.’ When he said 
the ‘enemy’ he was referring to the United States Government.* 

Paul Crouch, when he was a member of the District Bureau of the 
Communist Party of California, participated with Steve Nelson in 
the founding of two “underground schools,” one held at the Finnish 
Hall in Alameda County and the other at the farm of Wilhelmina 
Loughrey, on E] Toyonal Road near Orenda, Calif. Both Crouch 
and Nelson were instructors at these schools, and used the following 
basic Communist texts: “The State and the Revolution”, by Lenin; 
“The Communist Manifesto,” by Karl Marx; “A Letter to American 
Workers,” by Lenin; “The Program of the Communist Interna- 
tional”; “The Struggle Against Imperialist War and the Task of the 
Communists,” published by the Communist International, “Why Com- 
munism,” by Moissaye J. Olgin, “Leninism,” by Joseph Stalin, 
and “Fondations of Leninism,” by Joseph Stalin. Only the most 
arefully selected students, the most capable and reliable, were chosen 
for trainng by these experts on Marxism-Leninism.” 


WORLD COMMUNIST FIGURE 


According to Nelson’s autobiographical book, “The 13th Juror”, 
Judge Harry M. Montgomery of the Pennsylvania State Supreme 
Court, Western District, was receiving a flood of cablegrams from 
overseas, “enough of them for Nelson to paper his cell.” Judge 
Montgomery evidently was not aware that these missives were the 
product of the international Communist apparatus which was oper- 
ating furiously to protect its henchman from a 20-year prison sen- 
on Some of these letters appearing in “The 13th Juror,” are quoted 

ere: 





* “Subversive Influence in the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of Amer- 
ica.” Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, Nov. 10, 1953, pp. 122, 123. 

%* “Exposé of the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania,’ House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, February-March 1950, p. 1256. 

* Vol. 1, “Transcript of Record, Supreme Court of the United States, October Term, 
1955, No. 10, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Petitioner v. Steve Nelson, on Writ of 
Certiorari to the Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Western District,” 
pp. 548, 554—556. 
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First a letter from Ambrogio Donini, Communist. member of the 
Italian Senate, who served as a representative of the internationg] 
Communist apparatus in the United States for a number of years 
during which time he functioned as the editor of the Communig 
organ, L’Unita del Popolo. 


DEAR COMRADE NELSON: * * * We wish you and all the comrades succegg jp 
your fight against the terrible Sedition trials and twenty-year sentences and 
the infamous Smith Act. This is also the personal wish of Comrade Longo, 
with whom we speak often of you and of all American patriots who are Waging 
such a gallant battle against McCarthyism and imperialism. 

News about the persecutions has aroused widespread indignation in our coyp. 
try and in all of Europe. Itis really a conspiracy against decency and humanity 
and we are going to let official representatives of the U.S.A. over here hear the 
voice of people’s solidarity all over Italy! 

Please remember me to all our common friends. With warmest greetings ang 
best wishes, to you and your wife. 

Yours, 
; AMBROGIO Dontnz™ 

Mentioned in this letter as sending his “personal wish” was “Com- 
rade Longo.” Judge Montgomery and his fellow Americans were not 
aware that Luigi Longo has been Deputy Secretary General of the 
Communist Party of Italy; its delegate to sessions of the Congresses 
of the Communist. International and its successor, the Cominform: 
chief political commissar of the International Brigades during the 
Spanish Civil War; and the Italian party’s specialist on military 
matters such as armed uprising. His record demonstrates his close 
kinship with Steve Nelson. 

Nelson’s book goes on to describe the wide rans us fan mai 

Nelson’s book goes on to describe the wide range of his f E 


Other veterans of the battles in Spain often wrote me—from Canada, Aus. 
tralia, England, South America, from various points in the United States— 
and their reminiscenes of that struggle in which I had shared, their pledges 
of support, and warm expressions of affection were wonderfully heartening. 
Luigi Longo, whom I knew well in Spain—a leader of the Communist Party in 
Italy—Will Gallacher, writing from Scotland, and Harry Pollitt, secretary of 
the Communist Party of Great Britain, could make me forget prison bars for a 
while.” 


From far off Communist China a letter acknowledged by Steve 
Nelson as follows and published in full in the pro-Communist China 
Monthly Review of May 1953: 


DEAR Mrs. Liu: Yours was the first letter I received from People’s China 
since I have been in prison. Thanks a million. 

I know of course that the China Federation of Labor reacted to my case, and 
its affiliates sent protests against my frameup to the various authorities de 
manding my freedom, as did others in various parts of the world. It seems that 
these protests have had some useful effect at this end, so that a partial victory 
was registered in my case this week. 

I am to go out on $20,000 bail pending appeal. My supporters and friends of 
peace are elated and feel along with me that this small victory shows what 
even greater ones can be scored if the people fight more energetically than ever, 
for peace in Korea, for trade and peaceful coexistence with U.S.S.R., new 
democracies and people’s China. * * ** 


Communist fronts in various parts of the world have welcomed 
Steve Nelson’s support. 


26 a 13th Juror by Steve Nelson” (Masses & Mainstream, New York, 1955), pp. 97, 98. 
#7 Ibid., p. 98. 


% “Interlocking Subversion in Government Departments,” pt. 23, hearings before the 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, pp. 1918-19. 
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In 1953 he sent greetings to the Continental Congress of Culture in 
Santiago, Chile (Daily People’s World, Apr. 29, 1953, p. 7) (Daily 
Worker, Apr. 24, 1953, p. 2). .; 

He was a speaker in Canada in 1938 for the veterans of the 15th 
International Brigade (Daily Worker, Mar. 7, 1938, >  . 

In April 1938 he was a speaker at a rally in New York City in be- 
half of Ernst Thaelmann, German Communist leader (Daily Worker, 
Apr. 4, 1938, p. 2). | 

he Worker of June 24, 1956, page 9, carried Nelson’s commentary 
on the 20th Soviet Congress. 


SUMMARY OF CHARGES AGAINST NELSON 


In the oral charge of the trial court to the members of the jury in 
the case against Steve Nelson as printed in the transcript an appeal 
to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Western District, is a compre- 
hensive summary of his activities within that State, giving a clear 
profile of the man. 


The indictment contains numerous subdivisions or counts which I shall sum- 
marize for you. 

In the first count, it is charged that he encouraged diverse unknown persons 
to take certain measures and to engage in certain conduct with a view of 
overthrowing the Government of this State and of the United States. In the 
second count, that he incited and encouraged certain persons to commit an 
overt act or acts to bring the Government of this State and of the United States 
into hatred and contempt. Third, that he encouraged certain persons to commit 
overt acts with a view of bringing the Government of this State and of the 
United States into hatred and contempt by certain writing and writings, pub- 
lications, and so forth which advocate and teach the necessity and propriety of 
engaging in crime, violence, and other forms of terrorism as a means of accom- 
plishing political reform and change of government. Fourth, that he encour- 
aged certain persons to commit overt acts with a view to bringing the Govern- 
ment of this State and that of the United States into hatred and contempt by 
the sale, gift, and distribution of certain publications, and so forth, which teach 
sedition. Fifth, that he organized, helped to organize, became a member of an 
assembly or group having sedition for its policy and purpose. Sixth, that he 
individually and in connection with others made, published, distributed, had 
in his possession with intent to publish and distribute certain writings, and so 
forth, the intent of which was to cause an outbreak and demonstration of vio- 
lence against the State of Pennsylvania and against the United States. Seventh, 
that he individually and in connection with others, distributed and had in his 
possession with intent to distribute, publications and so forth, the intent of 
which was to encourage persons to take measures with a view of overthrowing 
and destroying the government by force. Eighth, that he individually and in 
connection with others, distributed and had in his possession with intent to 
distribute publications and so forth, the intent of which was to encourage people 
to commit overt acts with a view to bringing the Government of Pennsylvania 
and the Government of the United States into hatred and contempt. Ninth, that 
he individually and in combination with others, distributed and had in his 
possession with intent to distribute, publications and so forth, the intent of 
which was to incite persons to do personal injury and harm to officers of the 
State of Pennsylvania and of the United States. Tenth, that he, likewise with 
others, had publications that advocated and taught the duty, necessity and 
propriety of engaging in crime, violence, and other forms of terrorism as a 
means of accomplishing political reform and change in government. Eleventh, 
that he had in his possession and distributed seditious literature as defined by 
the Act. Twelfth, that he distributed the following publications which were 
seditious in themselves * * *.” 





* Vol. II, “Transcript of Record, Supreme Court of the United States, October term 1955, 
No. 10, Commonwealth of ‘7. tae Petitioner, v. Steve Nelson on writ of certiorari 
2 a Supreme Court of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Western District,” pp. 
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_There follows a chronology of legal proceedings involving Steye 
Nelson as taken from the records of the U.S. Department of Justice 
and the Pennsylvania State Police. 


CHRONOLOGY OF PROCEEDINGS 
United States v. Mesarosh, (Steve Nelson) et al. 


January 18, 1952: Steve Nelson and five others were indicted in the Us 
District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania for conspiring with 
each other and with certain of the conspirators in Dennis v. United States 
(341 U.S. 494) and United States v. Flynn, (216 F. 2d 354 (C.A. 2)), certioray 
denied (348 U.S. 909), “to commit offenses against the United States prohibiteg 
by Section 2 of the Smith Act * * * in violation of” section 3 of the Smith Act. 
until repealed by the 1948 revision of title 18 of the United States Code, ang 
thereafter in violation of the general conspiracy statute (18 U.S.C. 371), by (1) 
unlawfully, willfully, and knowingly advocating and teaching the duty and neces. 
sity of the violent overthrow and destruction of the Government of the Uniteq 
States as speedily as circumstances would permit; and (2) unlawfully, willfully, 
and knowingly organizing the Communist Party to so advocate. 

May 27, 1952: The defendants were arraigned before Judge William Alva 
Stewart and entered pleas of not guilty. 

June 22, 1952: Motions were filed by defense to dismiss the indictment, for 
production of documents, books, ete., for severance of defendant Andrew Onda, 
to suppress allegedly improperly seized evidence, to strike the entire grand jury 
panel, for continuance, etc. 

July 28, 1952: The defense filed another motion for continuance which was 
denied. 

October 10, 1952: All of defense motions, except that for severance of Onda 
were denied. At this time, a subpena was served on the U.S. attorney to pro- 
duce all documents which the Government proposed to use as exhibits during 
the trial or which were used before the grand jury. The Government's motion 
to quash was deferred to a later date. 

October 14, 1952: A continuance of the trial was granted until November 5, 
1952, at the request of defense counsel, Bertram Edises, making his appearance 
in the case for defendants Nelson, Careathers, and Weissman. Defendant Onda 
was severed following examination by court-appointed doctors. 

November 5, 1952: Two additional motions were filed by the defendant, one 
for change of venue on grounds of allegedly inflamed and prejudicial public opin- 
ion in the Pittsburgh area; the other an attack on the legality of the panel from 
which the trial jury was selected. Both motions were denied November 6, 1952. 
November 7, 1952: Defense counsel then sought a writ of mandamus or pro- 
hibition from the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit to preclude the 
district court from proceeding with trial in the allegedly prejudicial climate. 
The writ was denied by the circuit court on November 8, 1952. <A few days 
later defense filed a petition for stay and for writ of mandamus or prohibition 
with the U.S. Supreme Court. The petition was denied by Jutsice Burton on 
November 10, 1952, and again upon hearings before the whole Court on Novem- 
ber 24, 1952. 

November 12, 1952: The selection of the jury was begun. 

November 14, 1952: Judge Stewart signed an order permitting the defendants 
to proceed in forma pauperis. Government counsel summarily filed petition to 
vacate the Court’s order. 

November 20, 1952: Judge Stewart informed the U.S. attorney that he was 
suffering from a lung condition, necessitating immediate surgery, thus pre 
cluding him from further participation in the proceedings. The case was recessed 
until September 1, 1952. 

December 16, 1952: Judge Rabe Marsh, Jr., was designated to preside over 
the trial. He continued the trial date to February 16, 1958, and directed that 
all preliminary motions be submitted and heard in the interim. 

February 10, 1953: The case was further continued until February 24, 1958, 
because of illness of defendant Albertson. Court directed Government counsel 
to make available to defense excerpts from the Communist Party “classics” to 
be used as evidence during trial. 
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February 20, 1953: Defendant Nelson, who had been confined in the Allegheny 
County Jail, released on $20,000 bond. His travel was restricted to the State 
of Pennsylvania. _ ae aaa al 

February 24, 1903: The case was continued until February 26, 1953, to per- 
mit medical examination of growth in the chest of Defendant Careathers. De- 
fendants also filed a challenge to the new jury panel. B 

February 26, 1953: The jury was summoned to appear on March 2, 1953, at 
which time selection will commence. The delay was necessitated by the after 
effects of Careathers’ examination. The Court entered order that the defendants 
be permitted to conduct their defense in forma pauperis. 

March 2, 1953: Court denied all defense motions heretofore made and not 
granted, which were renewed on February 26, 1953. Court denied motions for 
dismissal of Nelson and Dolsen on grounds of double jeopardy. 

March 2, 1953: Selection of jury began. 

March 5, 1953: Selection of jury completed. Four alternate jurors selected 
March 6, 1953. 

March 10, 1953: Opening addresses. 

April 16, 1953: Government rested its case. Trial was recessed until April 
97, 1953, at which time argument will be heard and motions to strike, and for 
judgments of acquittal. . 

May 14, 1953: Trial was further recessed until May 18, 1953, due to illness 
of defense counsel Edises. 

May 18, 1953: Trial resumed. In the interim, motions to strike and for judg- 
ments of acquittal were denied. 

May 26, 1953: Defendant Weissman was adjudged in contempt; sentence was 
deferred until termination of the trial. 

May 27, 1953: Defense Attorney Edises was compelled to withdraw from the 
trial because of illness. 

June 1, 1953: Attorney of Record Hyman Schlesinger was directed to appear 
for defendants Nelson, Weissman, and Careathers and to conduct the balance 
of the trial. Subsequently, on June 3, 1953, the court released Attorney Schles- 
inger. Court recessed until June 16, 1953. Defense motion for mistrial predi- 
cated upon prejudicial remarks and statements was denied. 

June 3, 1953: Government’s motion to vacate the court’s order, authorizing 
defendants to proceed in forma pauperis, was denied. Defendants were directed 
to procure counsel and be ready to proceed on June 16, 1953. 

June 16, 1953: Court granted a continuance of 1 month to allow new defense 
counsel, Reuben Terris, to prepare for trial and resume on July 16, 1953. 

July 10, 1953: Defense filed a motion for a mistrial and continuance of ease 
until alleged local prejudice against defendants subsided. 

July 16, 19538: Argument was heard on the motion for mistrial and continu- 
ance. Additional motions for mistrial and continuance were presented by de- 
fense on ground that counsel did not have sufficient time to prepare his case; 
also upon affidavit of Nelson that recovery from operation required 4 weeks. 
These motions were denied by the court on July 20, 1953, when the trial resumed. 

. July 21, 1953: By order of court, Defendant Weissman was again adjudged in 
contempt. 

August 4, 1953: Defense completed testimony. 

August 7, 1953: Defense motions for mistrial, to dismiss the indictment and 
for judgment of acquittal were denied. Request of defense for continuance 
until August 12, 1953, was granted. 

August 12-17, 1953: Summations by opposing counsel were heard by the court. 

August 18, 1953: Judge charged the jury. 

August 20, 1953: Jury returned a verdict of guilty as to all defendants. 
Motion in arrest of judgment denied by court. Sixty-day sentences imposed 
on defendants Weissman and Albertson for contempt of court. 

August 25, 1953: Each defendant sentenced to 5 years’ imprisonment. No 
fines were imposed. Bail was doubled. 

September 2, 1953: Notice of appeal filed with circuit court of appeals. 
Appeal filed in forma pauperis. 

September 9, 1953: Defendants filed a petition in U.S. district court to proceed 
in forma pauperis in all respects in connection with their appeal. 

September 18, 1953: Court of Appeals for Third Circuit reduced bond of Nel- 
son, Albertson and Weissman from $40,000 to $25,000. Dolsen’s bail was re- 
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duced from $30,000 to $20,000. Requests for reduction of the bail of defendant 
Careathers was denied. The circuit court of appeals granted the defense a 
peal for trial in forma pauperis. bP 


filing appellants’ brief to December 17, 1953. 

November 21, 1953: Appellants filed motion for extension of time for filing 
brief to April 30, 1954. The Government vigorously opposed this motion. 
December 10, 1953: By order of the circuit court, the time for filing appel 
lants’ brief and appendix was extended to March 1, 1954. ; 
January 25, 1954: The Pennsylvania State Supreme Court reversed the ju 
ment of the Allegheny County court and quashed indictment against Steve 
Nelson for violation of a Pennsylvania State antisedition law. , 
February 17, 1954: Third Circuit Court of Appeals heard argument on motion 
filed by appellants requesting extension of time to April 30, 1954, to file their 
brief. Court entered order granting appellants until April 1, 1954, in Which to 
file brief. 

March 22, 1954: Circuit court of appeals entered order extending time for 
filing appellants’ brief to April 15, 1954. Argument was set for June 7, 1954, 
June 2, 1954: Government filed appeal brief. 

June 9, 1954: Circuit Court of Appeals for Third Circuit (all seven judges 
sitting) heard oral arguments on the appeal. 

June 13, 1955: Court of appeals in a 5-2 decision affirmed the conviction of 
all five appellants. 

July 15, 1955: Petition for rehearing was filed by appellants in the Third Cir. 
cuit Court of Appeals. This was denied August 11, 1955. 

August 17, 1955: Order was entered by the Court of Appeals, Third Circuit, to 
stay issuance of mandates until September 26, 1955, pursuant to Rule 30(2) of 
the Court, so that a writ of certiorari may be filed with the Supreme Court of 
the United States in behalf of defendants. 

October 6, 1955: Petition for a writ of certiorari, made September 1, 1955, was 
filed in the Supreme Court. The Government was served on October 6, 1955. 
December 12, 1955: Certiorari was granted by the Supreme Court. 

September 27, 1956: Government’s motion to remand was filed on the basis of 
Mazzei’s later testimony. 

October 10, 1956: Judgment of conviction vacated by the Supreme Court and 
new trials granted as to all defendants. 

November 29, 1956: Retrial date set for January 7, 1957. 

March 21, 1957: Defense filed motion with the Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit to reduce the bail of each defendant. The Circuit Court re- 
fused to pass on the motion and referred it back to the United States District 
Judge. 

May 13, 1957: Argument was heard before Judge Marsh on defense motion 
for reduction of bail to $5,000 for each defendant. 

May 28, 1957: Order entered by Judge Marsh reducing bail of defendants 
to $15,000. 

May 29, 1957: Court appointed counsel for defendants Albertson and Weiss- 
man. 

July 31, 1957: Defendants filed motions to dismiss indictment and for other 
purposes. Court set down August 30, 1957, for argument on motions. This 
date was subsequently continued to September 7, 1957. 

September 13, 1957: Upon motion of Government, the indictment was dis- 
missed. 


November 2, 1953: Court of appeals approved stipulation to extend time for | 
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL IDENTIFICATION January 3, 1958 jg 


HARRISBURG, PA 


The following is a transcript of the complete record appearing in the files of our Identification Bureau 
e ‘ Pao 


our Bureau Number £32)1 , which number should be quoted in future correspondence 
concerning Pee 


including any dispositions submitted 
i i ) 


Frc (4) S 5 R IIo 15 J, auyk A Mii 
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